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2023 Board of Directors
Term Ending 12/31/2023
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Vickie Moreland (1st Term)
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Jay Leslie (2nd Term)
 Kay Libman (1st Term)
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Don Broussard (2nd Term)

Nancy Love (3rd Term)
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Bonnie Walker (2nd Term)

Contact Board at
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- MARCH IS MEMBERSHIP MONTH - 
In February, those of us who had not already joined SHCA for 2023, 
received a letter and membership form to encourage us to join or 
renew.  This letter from SHCA President Don Broussard spoke to some 
of the reasons we enjoy living in Sagamore, as well as what SHCA is 
involved in on behalf of the neighborhood to keep it a desirable place 
to live, and a reminder that “your membership makes Sagamore Hills’ a 
better community. “ 

For those who have already responded by joining, thank you!  For 
those still deciding, or who just haven’t gotten around to it, we again 
encourage you to take the few minutes needed, to join now.  Thank 
you in advance for joining! To summarize, the  message of this appeal 
is - working together, your voice is louder and our actions are 
stronger.  

If you have already joined, contributions to Security and/or Beautification may be made in the same way you 
joined.

INDEX TO MEMBERSHIP-RELATED INFORMATION
Why join SHCA ............................................................................................................................................................Page 4

How to join SHCA .......................................................................................................................................................Page 4

Membership form ........................................................................................................................................................ Page 5



Kirk Hill,
Associate Broker
Member of Sagamore  
Hills Civic Association
c: 404.944.3800
kirk.hill@metrobrokers.com

Mercedes Ruehle,
REALTOR®

Elite Member  
of Relocation

c: 770.842.1371
mercedes.ruehle@metrobrokers.com

4073 Lavista Rd, #373 | Tucker, GA 30084 | 404.843.2500

25 yr. Resident of Sagamore Hills / Lakeside Area
30 yrs. Combined Real Estate Experience

Award Winning Top Producers
Sold and Listed over 50 homes in  

Past 17 yrs. in Sagamore Hills Community

2023 IS A GREAT YEAR TO BUY OR SELL A HOME.  
CALL YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALISTS KIRK HILL  

OR MERCEDES RUEHLE FOR EXPERT ADVICE.

COMING SOON:
1755 ARROWHEAD TRAIL NE . SAGAMORE HILLS

5 BEDS/4.5 BATHS, ON FULL BASEMENT 
PROFESSIONAL CUSTOM RENOVATION WITH SECOND FLOOR ADDITION. 

1/2 ACRE FLAT PRIVATE LOT. ONE OF BEST STREETS IN SAGAMORE  

KIRK HILL
A SAGAMORE HILLS RESIDENT SINCE 1997

WE ARE AVAILABLE FOR ALL YOUR

PLUMBING REQUIREMENTS
✓ Home Plumbing Repair
✓ Leak Detection and Water Line Repair
✓ Trenchless Sewer Line Installation

Please call our 24-hour emergency hotline number if you have any plumbing emergencies.

10 Executive Park West, 567, Brookhaven, GA 30329

atlantaplumbersguild.com
corey@atlantaplumbersguild.com

(404) 796-9712 
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Calendar
March
Walk-n-Roll to School Mar 1
DeKalb Teacher Workday Mar 11
Daylight Savings Begins Mar 12
SHCA Board Meeting Mar 14
St Patrick’s Day Mar 17
Spring Equinox Mar 20
Ramadan Mar 23
DeKalb School Registration Opens Mar 23
SHES Little Mermaid Play Mar 24, 25 & 26

April
Palm Sunday Apr 2
Passover Apr 6
Good Friday Apr 7
Easter Apr 9
DeKalb Spring Break Apr 10 - 14
SHCA Board Meeting Apr 13
Signal Articles Due Apr 15

BOARD NOTES
January’s meeting was organizational in nature as committees 
were named by new president, Don Broussard, responsibilities 
discussed and members confirmed.

Finance Committee:  Kay Libman, chair; Jay Leslie and 
Don McChesney

Nominations:  Kay Libman, chair; Margaret Cone, Jay 
Leslie, and Carolyn Gilbert

By-Laws, Policies and Procedures:  Eddy Rhinehart, 
Nancy Love

Beautification:  Carolyn Gilbert, Chair; Nancy Love, 
Margaret Cone, Bonnie Walker, Kay Libman, Lynn Daniels, 
Keith Petroni, Sandra Reeder

Security:  Nancy Love, Chair; Eddy Rhinehart, Keith 
Petroni, Jim Hutchinson

Planning, Zoning and Streets:  Vickie Moreland, chair; 
John McCauley, Eddy Rhinehart, Don McChesney, and 
Margaret Cone

Membership Communications:  Sandra Reeder, Chair; 
Keith Petroni, Kay Libman, Margaret Cone and Bonnie 
Walker, (Signal Editor; James Rissler, proofreader)

February meeting brought initial reports from committees.

Finance Committee has begun the annual audit

By-Laws Committee has drawn up a calendar to use as a 
guide and is working on developing a more current purpose 
statement

Beautification reports that all columns where solar lighting 
can be used are fully lit.  After studying the effectiveness of 
a number of different light options with a plan to use the 
best operating lights in the future.

Planning, Zoning and Streets announced that an 
Alderbrook homeowner has agreed to have a solar-power 
feedback sign in their front yard.  The sign has been 
purchased and installation will be underway shortly.

Additional discussion regarding speeding on Sagamore Hills 
streets and how our security patrols might help with that 
issue.  

Membership Communications will mail letters to 
non-members this week and signs will be put throughout 
the neighborhood encouraging neighbors to join SHCA.  
Neighborhood family social events were discussed.

The Signal is a publication of Our Front Porch. Subject matter published is the opinion of the author and does not necessarily reflect the opinion of the publisher of this newsletter. 
Professional advice should be obtained before making any decision in which a professional is readily available. Advertisers assume responsibility for the content of the ads placed in this 
publication. Material published may not be reproduced without the written permission of Our Front Porch.

The contents of this newsletter are provided for the members of the Sagamore Hills neighborhood as a courtesy only. No representations are made as to information presented, the 
quality of the goods or services advertised, or the veracity of the statements relating to the goods and services. The printing of opinions, information or advertisements does not constitute 
an endorsement by the neighborhood of such opinions, information, goods or services.

CONTACT US TODAY • 7 70-623-6220 • info@frontporchatlanta.com

WHO YOU GONNA CALL?
Sagamore Hills State and Local Political Representatives
If you have a concern or want to make your views known, here are the addresses 
you need. You may add them to your Notes pages in your current Sagamore Hills 
directory.

State of Georgia:
Scott Holcomb 
Our Ga State House of Representatives 
Scottholcomb@house.ga.gov

Elena Parent 
Our Georgia State Senator 
Elena@elenaparent.com

DeKalb County, Georgia
Michelle Long-Spears 
DeKalb County Commissioner  
District #2 
Michelle_long_1@yahoo.com

Ted Terry 
DeKalb County Commissioner Super 
District #6 
Tedterry@gmail.com 

Michael Thurmond 
DeKalb County CEO 
CEOMichaelThurmond@
dekalbcountyga.gov
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WHY JOIN SHCA?
Here’s what your neighbors have to say about joining Sagamore Hills Civic Association:

From Don McChesney, SHCA Past President

Dear Sagamore neighbors and friends,

I want to encourage everyone to join the SHCA. . . The 
Covid scourge made it easy to get out of the practice of 
participating in worthwhile organizations like SHCA. 
Over the past years I have seen how multiple people that have served 
on the board have given their time and energy to making Sagamore a 
better place. The board has improved life and safety in our community. 
Please join our civic association and feel the rewards of contributing and 
donating time to our neighborhood. We speak with more power to the 
county and state groups when we are large and robust. Please be a joiner 
in our efforts to better serve this neighborhood.

Thank you.

From new SHCA Board member Kay Libman

Hello, my name is Kay Libman, native Atlantan. We 
moved to Sagamore Hills 5 years ago from Virginia-
Highland and love the neighborhood.

I was happy to find out that Sagamore Hills has a civic 
association and not an HOA. From reading the Signal (the bimonthly 
newsletter) and now being a member of the board, I see even more where 
the association has made a difference for the better.

Members of the board have been attending GDOT meetings to represent 
the neighborhood with road changes happening on Clairmont, new 
developments being proposed (Williamsburg Village), etc. They have 
attended many meetings held by GDOT on these issues and with Dekalb 
County regarding our concerns.  I’ve read about these issues over the 
years in the Signal. Now that I’m a member of the board, I’m more 
appreciative of the meetings, hours and efforts to try positively influence 
the effect of new proposals on our neighborhood. 

Add to it the beautification committee that keeps our entrances looking 
maintained and decorated for various holidays.

They have employed off duty Dekalb County police officers to patrol our 
neighborhoods to help our neighborhood be safer.  New speed signs have 
been put up to slow down speeding ,as Sagamore Hills is becoming a 
popular cut through. 

There is a Sagamore Hills hotline email (SagamoreHillsHotline@gmail.
com) and a website (https://sagamorehillsatl.com) which offer another 
avenue to keeping abreast of what is going on in Sagamore Hills.

As they say, strength in numbers especially when you want your voice 
heard. We welcome volunteers, ideas, and input from our residents. That 
to me is worth $35 a year. Please consider joining the association this year 
and making your voice heard.

Thank you.

From the SHCA secretary, James Rissler

We have been a part of SHCA as long as we’ve lived in 
the neighborhood.  $35 seems a small way to support 
the neighborhood we’ve chosen to live in, and an 
organization that keeps us informed about how county 
and state plans might affect us. For those who are 
able, donations to security and beautification allow SHCA to keep our 
neighborhood safe and attractive.  And most importantly, I think, we’re 
supporting SHCA’s purpose of building community and friendship among 
us.  Here’s hoping for the continued return of more block parties this 
year!

From Eddy Rhinehart, SHCA Board Member

I believe joining the Sagamore Hills Civic Association is 
important because it ultimately helps protect one of the 
most important investments we have – our homes.  The 
work the Civic Association does to foster neighborhood 
pride and interaction, represent our best interests in 
zoning and land-use issues, provide security patrols for 
safety, and keep our entrances attractive, all contribute to the value of 
Sagamore Hills as one of the most desirable in-town neighborhoods in 
which to live.   Membership dues and donations are a small price to pay 
for the benefit we receive in return. 

HOW CAN YOU JOIN SHCA?
There are 3 easy ways to join Sagamore Hills Civic 
Association.

1. Use the form on the next page of this issue of The Signal, 
and include your check, and mail to Sagamore Hills Civic 
Association, P O Box 49207, Atlanta, GA 30359.  

2. Go online to SagamoreHillsATL.com and click “join”  After 
you fill out the form, you will be taken to PayPal where you 
can pay either with your credit card or PayPal account.  No 
financial information is shared with the association.

3. Use your bank’s bill pay and have your check sent to 
Sagamore Hills Civic Association, P O Box 49207, Atlanta, 
GA 30359. 

Membership for 2023 is $35.  Additionally, you may wish to 
support our Security Fund and Beautification Funds.  Those 
amounts are up to you and help keep these important projects 
of SHCA current.
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Sagamore Hills Civic Association, Inc. 
P.O. Box 49207, Atlanta, GA 30359  

 
Sagamore Hills Civic Association, Inc. 

         Membership Dues Enrollment & Directory Information 
2023 

January -December       
   

Make checks payable to Sagamore Hills Civic Association, Inc. 

 $35.00  Annual Membership Dues  

     Optional Designated Donations: 

 ______ Beautification Fund 

 ______ Security Patrol Fund ($130/year suggested) 

 ______ Total Enclosed 

Membership Directory Information: (check here if joining as a non-owner renter _____) 

Address:  ________________________________________________________ 

City & Zip:  ___________________________    Directory Phone: *_______________ 

Member Name: _________________________Cell:  _________ (* __ do not list) 

 e-mail: ___________________________________________ (internal use only ) 

Member Name: _________________________Cell:  _________ (* __  do not list) 

e-mail: ____________________________________________ (internal use only) 
 

Other adult household members to be listed in the Directory 
Member Name E-Mail Address Preferred Contact 

Num ber 

   
   

 
As always, the Board welcomes your comments, suggestions, and concerns.  Use this space for your comments: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
*The SHCA respects y our desire to withhold this information, but our Directory is a serv ice to the membership so 
that y our friends and neighbors can easily contact you.  So, if y our cell phone is y our only household telephone 
device, please reconsider. 
 
 
Priv acy Policy:  SHCA will never rent, sell or share your personal information with third parties or capture or store your payment 
information.  

You Can Now  
Join and Pay 

on our website: 
www.SagamoreHillsATL.com 
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Beautification Committee meeting attendees: Upper row: Sandra Reeder, Keith 
Petroni, Lynn Daniels, Lower row: Carolyn Gilbert (chair), Kay Libman, 
Margaret Cone

ENTRANCE COLUMN LIGHTING
by Keith Petroni, Treasurer and Beautification Committee 
member

For the past 6 months, Civic Association volunteers have been installing 
solar lighting at most of the brick “Sagamore Hills” columns at the 
neighborhood’s entrances.  We have been experimenting with an 
assortment of commercial and retail-grade solar fixtures to determine 
the most cost effective lighting solution.  Currently, every column 
that has the potential for solar lighting has some mix of solar fixtures 
installed.  A few of our columns are just too shaded for solar lighting to 
be effective, and we determined, after discussions with Georgia Power 
and electrical contractors, that the cost of running power to these 
columns is cost prohibitive.  

Over the spring the Beautification Committee will be finalizing the 
installation of the preferred lighting options selected, making the lighting 
more uniform and long lasting throughout the evening (as far as possible 
from solar powered lights).  This lighting should add a nice touch to our 
neighborhood entrances during the evening hours.   The lighting will be 
maintained by the beautification committee, and your contributions to 
the beautification fund help us in this endeavor.  

We are always looking for neighborhood volunteers to help us maintain 
these lights.  Simply by letting us know if the lighting is failing at a 
column, and occasionally giving the solar panels a quick cleaning to 
remove dust build, will assist greatly.  

Let us know if you can help, at SHCAmembership@gmail.com

BOARD CHANGE
Former Vice-President Mike Miller has resigned from the Board.  In 
addition to serving as VP, he also assisted in producing The Signal, and 
was a thorough, thoughtful and able participant in many other assigned 
projects as well. Now Mike will have more time to focus on his interest in 
bagpipe, as well as his other endeavors. He and his contributions will be 
missed. 

MAR/APR GREEN SCENE 
by Geri Laufer 404-586-0686

5 Top Garden/Landscape Tips for March: 
 + Clean your clippers and loppers, spray moving parts with pruner 

lubricant and sharpen them using a file or your regular kitchen 
sharpening steel. 

 + Prune away die-back resulting from the deep-freeze last December. 
Cut away dead branches to the point where you see green leaf buds. 

 + Rev up your perennial garden and asparagus patch by topping it with 
fish meal or blood meal. 

 + Divide perennials, ornamental grasses and Hostas around St. Patrick’s 
Day and replant adding soil conditioner. 

 + Pick up fallen Camellia flowers to prevent petal blight.

5 Top Garden/Landscape Tips for April:
 + It’s a fun time for a trip to your favorite nursery or garden center.

 + Sow seeds of quick-growing plants like marigold, cosmos, zinnias and 
celosia along with beans, corn, and basil.

 + Transplant and mulch tomatoes, peppers, eggplants mid- to late-April, 
watering deeply.

 + Move houseplants outside gradually, first in deep shade, then into 
more sun.

 + Sharpen your lawnmower blades now for a summer of mowing.

Drop me a line at gerilaufer@gmail.com and let me know what you would 
like to read about in the May/June Signal.
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RIGHT IN OUR OWN BACKYARDS  
(AND FRONT YARDS, TOO!)
By Helen P. Fredrick

Douglas W. Tallamy’s 2019 book, “Nature’s Best Hope: A New Approach to 
Conservation that Starts in Your Yard,” outlines his grassroots approach to 
conservation.  He maintains that all across the United States, millions of acres 
now covered in lawn can be quickly restored to viable habitat by untrained citizens 
with minimal expense and without any costly changes to infrastructure.  In 
essence, we could each have our own homegrown national park!

You will have to read his book to understand his reasons for homeowners to take 
environmental action into their own hands in order to make our planet a better 
place, one where animals and plants thrive and birds and insects abound -- not 
just in the present but for generations to come.  But he has outlined ten steps each 
of us can take to make homegrown national parks a reality.  In brief, here are those 
steps:

1. Shrink the Lawn by half.  Think of the lawn as an area rug, not wall-to-
wall carpeting.  Restrict turf to wide paths that guide pedestrians through 
your landscape or define beds, tree groves, or various landscapes as being 
purposeful and cared for.

2. Remove invasive species.  They are “ecological tumors that spread unchecked 
into our local ecosystems, castrating the ecosystem’s ability to function.”

3. Plant keystone genera (native plants).  You can find a list of genera that are 
best at supporting local food webs at the National Wildlife Federation’s Native 
Plant Finder website www.nwf.org/NativePlantFinder.

4. Be generous with your plantings.  Increase the abundance and diversity of your 
plantings.  You can plant one or two and see how they do before adding more.

5. Plant for specialist pollinators.  We must meet the needs of our native bee 
species.  Some of the best plants include perennial sunflowers, various 
goldenrods, native willows, asters, and blueberries.

6. Network with like-minded neighbors using social media to focus on one or 
more conservation goals, such as planting milkweed patches for the monarch 
butterfly.

7. Build a conservation hardscape.
a. Install cheap window well covers to reduce needless deaths of toads, frogs, 

etc.
b. Use motion sensor security lights.  Blazing security lights are ecological 

traps that kill thousands of moths, increase your carbon footprint, and do 
not improve security over lights with motion sensors.

c. Set your mower height no lower than four inches to avoid mowing over a 
box turtle.

d. Install a bubbler.  These are irresistible to migrating and resident birds.
8. Create caterpillar pupation sites under your trees.  Replace the lawn under 

trees with well-planted beds replete with groundcovers.  Large decorative 
rocks, a fallen log or old tree stump provide pupation sites.  And treasure your 
leaf litter!  Use it rather than store-bought mulch.

9. DO NOT SPRAY OR FERTILIZE!!  Oppose mindless mosquito spraying.  
Mosquitos are best controlled in the larval stage (more about this in the next 
SIGNAL).  Much of the fertilizers we use are washed into our waterways, 
where they cause deadly algal blooms, red tides (not something you ever way 
to experience!), and other problems.

10. Educate your neighborhood civic association if there are antiquated and 
destructive landscape regulations.  (I don’t believe SHCA has regulations 
about plantings, but many HOAs do.)

If reading this makes you want to learn more, read Tallamy’s books!  His first 
book, Bringing Nature Home, was awarded the 2008 Silver Medal by the Garden 
Writers’ Association.  He co-authored The Living Landscape  with Rick Darke, 
published  in 2014.

SECURITY PATROL NEWS
The Sagamore Hills Security Patrols 
are performed by our off-duty 
Dekalb County Police Officer 
Norman “Shep” Shepherd.  Shep 
has recently changed from being on 
the SWAT team to be an instructor 
at the Dekalb Rifle Range.  This is 
a well-deserved promotion for him 
and gives him more control over 
his schedule.  He also is driving 
a different vehicle.  Rather than 
the large SUV, he now can be seen 
cruising the neighborhood in a 
black sedan.  So, the next time you 
see him, please wave and introduce 
yourself.  Shep is very personable, 
and loves to give treats to the dogs 
walking their humans.

While our Security Patrols contribute to the safety of Sagamore Hills, 
also being a “Mrs. Kravits” is not necessarily a bad thing.  Knowing 
your neighbors, when they are away, what cars they drive, and a 
contact person can also be very helpful.  Or maybe a neighbor is 
elderly or lives alone, and you have not seen them active in a few days, 
and have reason for concern, then Shep can perform a “wellness visit” 
to check on their status.  Just send a note to SHCAPatrols@gmail.com 
with the address of the person and the reason for your concern, and 
Shep will be notified to check on them the during his next patrol.

Going out of town?  Make sure a neighbor knows your travel plans so 
they can watch your home, and contact you, if needed.  Additionally, 
SHCA members can submit requests that will be communicated to 
our Security Patrol to be an extra set of eyes on your home during its 
normal patrol while you are gone.  Email SHCAPatrols@gmail.com 
and include your address, dates you will be away, a person and phone 
number to notify in case there are concerns.

But in all instances, ALWAYS CALL 911 FIRST if you suspect or see 
something suspicious or in progress.

Another very important issue that seems to be pervasive in Sagamore 
Hills is speeding.  Sometimes the speeders are us, but no matter the 
culprits, this is very dangerous to the walkers, runners, animals, and 
children playing near the roads.  So please check your speed while 
driving through the neighborhood and be aware of your immediate 
surroundings, especially at intersections.  This continued bad activity 
could result in the County police monitoring the situation and issuing 
citations to the culprits.  So be aware!

No Security article can be written without reminding everyone that 
the Sagamore Hills Security Patrols are a benefit that the SHCA 
provides to the neighborhood to help prevent or thwart crime.  The 
Patrols are performed at random times on various days, paid for by 
your donations to the Security Patrol Fund.  Your yearly donations of 
at least $130.00 will allow us to continue this valuable service to the 
neighborhood.  Thank you to those who have already contributed; 
and to those who have not yet contributed, please do so now.  You 
can send your donations to SHCA, P. O. Box 49207, Atlanta, GA 30359.  
Or better yet, include your donation when renewing your SHCA 
membership this year.

Keith Petroni, Sagamore Hills 
Drive resident and newest SHCA 
Security Committee member 
greets Shep during an afternoon 
walk. When the weather allows, 
you’ll find Shep outside his vehicle 
meeting residents, lending a 
helping hand, and helping establish 
Sagamore’s reputation as a safe 
and friendly, community.
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GREEN & GROWING

This month may be cold… but it could 
be 70 degrees most days. Surely it 
won’t be as rainy as the 17 out of 
31 drenching days of January. In 
February, it seemed to rain almost 

every Sunday and Thursday (the days of my 
ALTA tennis matches and split shifts. Go 
figure!). 

No matter the weather, a gardener always 
begins to catch Spring fever about this time. 
Some plants began budding out as early 
as the second week of February, and that 
was a breath of fresh air for anybody who 

had concerns after that 
Christmas freeze. By 

now, cherry trees 
are flowering,  

 

yellow daffodils have shown their bright 
faces, saucer or ‘tulip’ magnolias are 
displaying pastel flowers before they even 
leaf out, and yellow forsythia hedges wave 
‘hello’ in the breeze. 

The timing is right to prune woody shrubs 
that were bare all winter. This is easily done 
with sharp pruners and loppers in a matter 
of minutes. Things to tackle are lantana, 
butterfly bush, Knock Out roses, and most 
ornamental grasses, including liriope or 
‘monkey grass’. If maintaining a large area 
of monkey grass, raise the blade height on a 
mower and slowly mow over it.

Landscapes can quickly 
and easily be spruced up 
by adding fresh mulch or 
pine straw. Be cautious 
though of some scammers 
overinflating the number 
of bails of pine straw it took to cover an 

area. It is common practice to ask them to 
count the strings that came off the bails 
allegedly used.

Prevention is the best medicine when it 
comes to a healthy, lush lawn, whether 

it’s preventing pests, diseases or weeds. 
Homeowners should always prioritize an 
application of a preemergence herbicide 

at least twice per year. This granular 
application must be timed right so as to kill 
unwanted weed seeds right as they begin to 
germinate. Proper timing to prevent summer 
weeds is generally from mid-February to 
mid-March in our area. And to get ahead of 
annoying winter weeds like poa annua, an 
application of preemergence in late August 
to mid-September is just right.

So if even more rain is expected, no problem! 
Bring gardening efforts indoors and focus on 
houseplants. Just today, I breezed through 
the house and did three simple things for my 
houseplants in just 15 minutes.

1. Carefully wipe down (dust) the leaves 
of larger houseplants with a slightly 
damp rag. This allows those leaves to 
catch every bit of sunlight they can.

2. Water plants only if the top 1-2” of soil 
is dry sticking your finger in the pot. 
Remember to check those plastic trays 
beneath house plants. Don’t let standing 
water remain there.

3. Rotate each pot. It’s easy to tell when 
this hasn’t been done because they 
develop a slight lean towards the sun. 
Usually just a half-turn of the pot will 
do.

Ashley Frasca is host of the radio show Green 
and Growing, heard on 95.5 WSB Radio every 
Saturday from 6-9:00 a.m. For gardening tips, 
information, and advice, follow her Facebook 
page: Facebook.com/greenandgrowingwsb

Breda Pest Control 
 FP4N Goes Here

Working Inside 
and Out!
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water remain there.
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Saturday from 6-9:00 a.m. For gardening tips, 
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Breda Pest Control 
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Working Inside 
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$25 Gift Card
Gift Card good for one home for any new service(s).

One of the most destructive pests Georgia 
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technology to locate and eradicate termites from 

your property, and with BREDA's termite guarantee, 
you never have to worry with termites and the 

extensive damage they cause ever again.
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neighborhood? 
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You hear people talk about 
‘termite letters’ all the time.  
So what exactly are they 
talking about?

Well, a termite letter is a 
report that a pest control company 
will create after doing an inspection 
of a house. Some states have actual 
forms that this is supposed to follow 
by state law. 

Georgia is a prime example - we 
have the “Official Georgia Wood 
Infestation Inspection Report” 
which is required for any home 
sale in the state.  Without going all 
Georgia Tech on you, here is part of 
what it says.

“The Official Georgia Wood Infestation 
Inspection Report shall be the written 
instrument for the purpose of certifying 
that a structure is apparently free 
from wood destroying organisms as a 
basis for transfer of real property and 
shall be issued only by a pest control 
operator certified in Wood Destroying 
Organisms. Such instrument shall 
carry a guarantee that, if an infestation 
of wood destroying organisms from 
which apparent freedom is certified, 
is found within ninety (90) days 
from date of issuance, the infested 
structure(s) shall be treated by the 
licensee, free of charge subject to the 
following:

Subterranean Termites
Powder Post Beetles and Wood Boring 
Beetles
Wood Decaying Fungi  
Dry Wood Termites…” 

If you want to read the entire rule, 
or get the official form, simply go to 
https://rules.sos.ga.gov/  then look 
for Rule 620-6-.03.  Happy reading.  
Write a report and have it on the 
teacher’s desk before 2nd period on 
Tuesday.  Or make a diorama.  Be 
sure to use an old shoe box for the 
background and raisins to symbolize 
termites.

The termite inspection letter should 
disclose everything that was found 
by the inspector, whether the house 
is currently infested with termites 
or has been in the past, and will also 
usually note if any parts of the house 
were inaccessible for inspection.

If you are the buyer, your bank may 
require you to have a termite letter 
before you close on your house. 
There can be restrictions, and they 
may require it to have been within a 
certain time period before the loan 
closes (so they essentially “expire”). 

If I was the buyer I would make sure 
I saw that form and have any part of 
it that I don’t understand explained 
to me by a third party pest control 
expert, just so I understand it.

One very important piece of advice: 
get your termite letter done in 
advance of the closing date.

One more important 
piece of advice to 
the home owner, 
get your home 
checked every year 
for termites and/or 
any termite damage.  
It makes getting 
and dealing with 
the termite letter a 
whole lot easier  
to do.

Grab your hammer and join the 
show! In Atlanta, 404.872.0750 or 
1.800.972.8255.  Saturday mornings 
from 9:00 a.m. until 12:00 p.m., 
Dave Baker is WSB’s resident 

household repair and home improvement expert! 
He provides a multitude of tips and advice on 
planning, building and fixing up around the 
house.  Follow Dave on his Facebook page:  
Facebook.com/thehomefixitpage

SELLING OR 
PURCHASING 
A NEW HOME?  
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ARE YOU READY TO SHAKE OFF 
WINTER AND CELEBRATE SPRING?!

This year, the Vernal Equinox takes place at 
5:24pm ET on Monday, March 20.

The Vernal Equinox occurs when the sun’s 
light is equally shining on both the North and 
South Hemispheres. This means neither the 
North Pole nor the South Pole are pointed 
towards the sun, and the sun’s rays are 
directly over the equator.

On the day of the equinox, the length of day 
and night anywhere in the world is roughly 
the same. However, the true date of “equal 
daylight -- equal nighttime” occurs on the 
equilox, which takes place a few days before 
the Spring Equinox.

FIRST DAY OF SPRING IN ATLANTA: 
 WHAT TO EXPECT

The Vernal Equinox lands on Monday, March 
20 this year, and the average daytime high in 
Atlanta on this date is 67 degrees; the average 
morning low is 46 degrees.

The warmest daytime high on March 20 
occurred in 1907, when thermometers reached 
86 degrees. The coldest morning low occurred 
on this date in 1923, when thermometers 
dropped to 17 degrees.

The average last spring freeze date for Metro 
Atlanta is March 23, however the latest spring 
freeze on record is April 25, 1910.

The First Day of Spring 
2023 takes place on 
Monday, March 20 

WEATHER BY CHRISTINA

Connect with me! 
Facebook: Christina Edwards WSB 
Twitter: @ChristinaWSBwx

Shumate Ad FP4N  
Goes Here
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SA76NA/C & Heating
Anytime Heating & Cooling, Inc. 678-606-9020
Dayco Systems 770-919-9509
JF Maxwell Heating & Air 678-935-0505
Neese Heating and Cooling 678-856-4785
Precision Heating & Air 770-445-0870
Shumate Air Conditioning & Heating 678-584-0880
Superior Indoor Comfort 770-664-9098
Zen Air 678-883-7868

Accountants
Signature Accounting Services, LLC. 770-975-1609

Active Adult Community
Holbrook/Dogwood Forest 404-445-7777

Assisted Living
Camellia Place 770-876-3039
Manor Lake BridgeMill 678-990-5055

Attorney
Daryl L Kidd P.C. 770-499-1274

Auto Detailing
Polished Peach Car Wash 770-592-8102

Automotive Sales
Cory Sims "Big, Tall, Bald Guy" 706-618-0811

Banking
American Commerce Bank 470-422-1200
Credit Union of Georgia 678-486-1111

Bathroom & Kitchen Remodeling
UCI Kitchen & Bath 770-441-1681

Cabinetry
Cabinet Buyers Outlet 706-972-4480

Cleaning Services
House Cleaning Specialist, Inc 770-975-4995

Concrete Leveling
Advance Concrete Lifting & Leveling 678-208-3426

Consignment
Finders Keepers 404-377-1944
Uptown Cheapskate-Cumming 770-844-7600
Uptown Cheapskate-East Cobb 770-999-1967
Uptown Cheapskate-Johns Creek 770-495-1515

Dance Studio
CK DanceWorks, Inc. & CK Yoga 770-975-7298

Dentist
Acworth Dental 770-974-4146
BridgeMill Dentistry (Scott Merritt, DMD) 770-704-1812
Esthetic Dental Solutions 678-352-1333
Family Dentistry at Seven Hills 678-574-4837
Northpoint Dental 678-274-6987
Roswell Dental Care 470-288-1363
Swords & Phelps Dentistry 770-479-3713

Design & Build Services
HammerSmith, Inc. 404-377-1021

Doors
EntryPoint Doors of Atlanta 770-904-0094

Electrical Service
Arc Angel Electric Corp 470-239-5568
Mr. Electric of Atlanta-Mr. Rooter 470-202-8023
Mr. Electric of Canton 678-408-7174
Rocket Electric 770-288-5855
ServiceWise Electric, LLC 404-704-4903
Shumate Electrical Services 678-584-0880

Eye Care
Georgia Eye Partners/OPAL Aesthetics 404-383-0956

Flooring
Dalton Wholesale Floors-Ellijay 706-515-1510

Funeral Homes
In Their Honor of Jasper Funerals &
Cremations

706-253-5060
Garage Doors

Platinum Overhead Door 678-329-3100
Golf Courses

Club Corp Golf Clubs 770-389-2000
Golf Equipment & Supplies

Golf Cars of Canton 678-880-1156
LSV of Alpharetta 678-689-5125

Handyman
Happy Handyman LLC 770-685-8421
Shumate Handyman Services 678-584-0880

Home Furnishings
ARIANA Home Furnishings & Design 678-807-7422

Home Improvements
Lighthouse Marine Solutions 678-450-4212

Hospital
Northeast Georgia Medical Center 770-214-4492

Insurance
Allstate Insurance Nancy Wells 404-452-5066
State Farm-Matt Cresap 770-982-0064
The Upton Agency 770-361-6570

Kitchen
Housley Enterprises, Inc 678-546-2276

Landscaping
Stone Edge Landscapes 678-421-4763

Medical Clinic
Prestige Medical Group 706-692-9768

Mortgages
Cross Country Mortgage-Jeff Zulauf 770-597-2160

Nursery
Autumn Hill Nursery 770-442-3901

Painting
360 Painting 770-213-5071
Benjamin Moore Paint Store-Alpharetta 678-404-5511
Chris Brown Painting & Home Repair 770-323-3148
Earthly Matters Painting and Contracting 770-346-0203
Verge Painting and Siding 678-331-1102

Performing Arts
Falany Performing Arts Center & Alumni 770-720-9167
Schwartz Center For Performing Arts 404-727-8769

Pest Control
Legacy Pest Control 770-423-0160
Windward Pest Services 404-545-1651

Plumbing
Bryan Plumbing Services 770-826-5277
Mr. Rooter of Atlanta 470-202-8178
Serv'all Plumbing & Rooter Service 770-917-1852
Shumate Plumbing Services 678-584-0880
The Plumbers Guild 404-694-5128

Pre-Schools & Kindergarten
Omega Learning Center-Acworth 770-792-7431
Primrose School of Acworth Bentwater 770-529-3925
Primrose School of Harmony on the Lakes 770-704-0721

Propane Service
Gas Incorporated 770-720-1378

Real Estate
Ansley Atlanta Real Estate-Jody Tirone 404-451-3125
Atlanta Communities-Carl Hawthorne 404-403-1789
Atlanta Communities-Elizabeth Martin 678-373-9342
Atlanta Communities-Jennifer and Associates 770-403-5639
Atlanta Communities-Steele 770-337-9529
Coldwell Banker-Sherry Warner 404-784-8848
Compass Realty-Gipson and Co. 404-405-5363A/C & Heating
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Atlanta Communities-Jennifer and Associates 770-403-5639
Atlanta Communities-Steele 770-337-9529
Coldwell Banker-Sherry Warner 404-784-8848
Compass Realty-Gipson and Co. 404-405-5363
Compass Realty-Natalie Gregory Team 404-373-0076
Cory & Co. Realty 404-564-5561
David Cooke-Martin Lake Group at KW 770-652-6270
Georgia Real Estate Depot-Nix 770-401-4932
Harry Norman Realtors-Pam Hughes 404-626-3604
Keller Williams Realty-Cynthia Baer 678-358-3369
Keller Williams Susan Stanford 678-677-3935
Keller Williams-Linda Jacobs 770-337-2006
Keller Williams-Williams 678-780-7556
Park Realty-John Morgan & Drew Jackson 877-249-8533
Remax Around Atlanta-Falkin 770-330-2374
Remax-Heerema 770-238-6759
Robin Martin and Associates 678-665-0202
Shaston Homes LLC 678-525-5880

Remodeling
Daniel's Home Services 770-598-1379
GCI Basements 404-569-8794
Serv'all Plumbing-Remodeling 770-917-1852

Restaurants
Luna Maya 770-720-4999
Norsan Restaurant Group 678-878-2513

Roofing
Earthly Matters Painting and Contracting 770-346-0203

Schools-Private
Atlanta Academy 678-461-6102
McGinnis Woods Country Day School 770-664-7764
The Friends School of Atlanta 404-373-8746
Woodward Academy 404-765-4001

Security Systems
Classic Entry Systems 678-330-1111

Skin Care
The Beauty Barn 678-824-5466

Tree Service
Gordon Pro Tree Service, LLC 770-282-1616

Water Heaters
Serv'all Plumbing-Water Heaters 770-917-1852

Window Cleaning
Marietta Window Company 678-859-7481

Window Replacement
Window Traditions of Georgia 678-672-1963



CELEBRATING 30 YEARS
HammerSmith is here for you and your family.  

We provide exceptional architectural designs and  
home renovations. Start planning today for how  

to live better in an ever-changing world.

 
 

• Replace/Repair/Install  
almost anything

• Rebuild and Repair after 
Remediation, Plumbing, and 
Electrical crews leave

• Custom projects—we  
work with you to create  
your design

Home Projects 
Done Right

Andrew Poole, Your Neighborhood Handyman
404-775-9161 . RightHomeRepair.com

Improving properties for 20+ years

I look forward to working with you.

FrontFront
OurOur

  Porch  Porch
BY

Y O U R  S P O N S O R S
SUPPORT 



The market is normalizing - We're seeing
seasonal fluctuation again. On average,
homes are taking 30 days to go under
contract, 30 days to close & are selling for
close to list price.
Staged homes with professional pictures
continue to sell faster and for higher prices
than non-staged home.
With the spring selling/buying season
approaching, it is time to prepare. Call us for
your free consultation and preplist.

Why Choose  Us?  
Extensive Sellers prep-list and free staging
allow you to sell your home faster and for
more money.
Buyers educational Pre-purchase
consultation sets you up for success.
Established reputation for dedication and
success.
Extensive knowledge of current real estate
market trends and local neighborhoods.
Click on the QR code to access Apothika's
Signature Seller and Buyer subscriptions.

Real Estat e  News You Can  Use  

PLAN YOUR 2023 HOME
STRATEGY WITH US

Each office is individually owned and operated

Contact: Christina Nelson
Email: Consultants@Apothikarealestate.com
Cell: (678) 687-6826
Office: 404-451-3500


