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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
As I write this article, we are preparing for the 
holiday season. This is a time when we tend to 
spend good times and create many memories 
with our families. It is my hope that everyone in 
Sagamore Hills will experience these good times.

As I prepare to leave the office of President of 
SHCA, I would like to reflect some on my last 
three years. It was wonderfully rewarding working 
with people on three different boards. We are 
blessed having folks in this neighborhood that 
give freely of their time to serve Sagamore Hills. 
I will try to give a brief accounting of some of 
the things the board has accomplished for our 
neighborhood.

1. We have spent time and resources lighting our 
entrance columns in Sagamore. This is both a 
safety and recognition issue.

2. Our Land Use group has provided flashing 
speed signs in at least two areas with more to 
come as we acquire the proper permits.

3. Our Land Use group has also prevented a 
great deal of potential carnage to the beauty 
of the drive down Clairmont Rd. GDOT was 
tentatively going to cut possibly hundreds of 
trees on the East side of Clairmont Rd. They 
also would have been putting in sidewalks 
and deceleration lanes at great damage to the 
property owners in Sagamore. We worked with 
GDOT, and they have up to this point softened 
their ideas because we let them know how 
this would affect Sagamore residents. We are 
continuing to work with GDOT trying to get 
them to see some of the plans, that could affect 
Sagamore negatively, from a neighborhood 
perspective.

4. Our beautification 
committee constantly 
changes plantings as 
the seasons change 
to make entrance 
into our subdivision 
more pleasant. They also see that appropriate 
decorations for holidays are placed at our 
entrances.

5. The Signal has been revamped. It tends to try 
and give more information about issues directly 
affecting you and me. It feels more homey and 
relevant to me.

6. Our security group secures our off-duty patrol 
officer(s). During certain times of the year 
when children are home, we secure extra 
patrols for more safety for our children.

7. Your civic association has also been heavily 
involved with the Turtle Creek Bridge dilemma. 
We have contacted Commissioner Rader and he 
has gotten the county to work on our behalf in 
an attempt to return the bridge to its original 
condition and reestablish the 60-year history 
of students walking to school. The county has 
already been doing surveys. We are now hoping 
that we can get the county to speed up the 
process.

I would personally like to thank the board for 
all their sacrifices and hard work.  I wish your 
incoming president, Don Broussard, smooth 
sailing as he continues to guide SHCA.

Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays to 
everyone.

INTRODUCING YOUR FAVORITE 
PERSONALTIES!
Green and Growing with Ashley 
Frasca and The Home FIX IT  
page by Dave Baker  
LOOK ON PAGE 10 FOR MORE! 



$50 OFF*
Any Service
Visit Us Online

Electrical  
Installations

Lighting
Panel Upgrades

Providing the BEST service to 
our valued customers with 
a professional and friendly 
approach:

• Up-front, transparent pricing

• Thorough and helpful service

• Professional and on time—
every time!

Residential & Commercial

470-508-9138
mrelectricatlanta.com

*Limited time offer. No cash value. Not 
valid for diagnostic fees or trip charges. 
Coupon must be presented at time of 
estimate. Not valid with any other offer.

mrrooteratl.com

470-508-9143
Mr. Rooter’s expert 

plumbers are efficient, highly 
experienced, and helpful.  
In a plumbing emergency  
you want and we deliver:

• Fair price

• Quality parts and labor

• Job done right the first time

Residential & Commercial

$50 OFF*
Any Service
Visit Us Online

Plumbing Repairs
Drain Cleaning

Sewer Line Repair

CARLOS.EMORY.EDU    #CARLOSMUSEUM

      LIFE
AFTERLIFE

AND
THE

ANCIENT EGYPTIAN ART FROM 
THE SENUSRET COLLECTION

02.04.23 – 08.06.23

EXPLORE THE

EXHIB IT ION

Untitled-2   1Untitled-2   1 12/9/22   12:19 PM12/9/22   12:19 PM

AN EVENING WITH FRED HERSCH AND ESPERANZA SPALDING
THURSDAY, JANUARY 19 | 8 P.M.

ANNE-SOPHIE MUTTER and the MUTTER VIRTUOSI
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 2 | 8 P.M.

WEST-EASTERN DIVAN ENSEMBLE with MICHAEL BARENBOIM
THURSDAY, MARCH 2 | 8 P.M.

LAWRENCE BROWNLEE, tenor: RISING
FRIDAY, MARCH 17 | 8 P.M.

CHAD LAWSON TRIO  featuring JUDY KANG, violin
and SETH PARKER WOODS, cello

SATURDAY, MARCH 25 | 8 P.M.

BELA FLECK, EDGAR MEYER, and ZAKIR HUSSAIN
with RAKESH CHAURASIA

THURSDAY, APRIL 20 | 8 P.M.

SCHWARTZ CENTER 20TH ANNIVERSARY

 Tickets available at schwartz.emory.edu | 404.727.5050
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THANKS TO MCCHESNEY
As Don McChesney passes the responsibilities of the president of 
Sagamore Hills Civic Association to newly elected Don Broussard, 
the Board wants to thank Don M for his unfailing leadership for the 
past two years.  Don M has led us with joy, with compassion, and with 
patience through his tenure.  Because we are a diverse community and 
the Board represents this diversity, it was not always easy to keep the 
Board united and moving forward in the same direction.  Don worked 
diligently to keep us on track with our eye on the goal of a better 
Sagamore Hills.  For this, we thank him.

We thank him for his many hours of work with us.  We thank him for 
his perseverance as we tried to find ways to light the columns and 
work with the Clairmont Road GDOT plans.  We thank him for his 
many contacts with DeKalb County in dealing with the bridge over 
Turtle Creek.  We thank him for his organizational skills and insistence 
on written reports.  We thank him for his smile and his laugh and his 
unfailing hospitality.

Thank you, Don!  Well done!

SAGAMORE HILLS STRONG 
We are fortunate to live in such a great enclave in the middle of a great 
city. We’ve chosen to live inside the perimeter with the many challenges 
city life brings. Yet we are strong. We can be stronger. 

We can band together as a community and the sound of our combined 
voices will be heard more clearly. Sagamore Hills Civic Association 
provides our community with the vehicle to band together, to make our 
voices heard, to change those things that bother us and create those 
things that make life together more gracious and fulfilling. 

You can join today! Join Sagamore Hills Civic Association to make 
Sagamore Hills strong! 

 - Make Sagamore Hills strong by letting our combined voices be 
heard on zoning issues 

 - Make Sagamore Hills strong by beautifying the community with 
intentional care 

 - Make Sagamore Hills strong by welcoming new residents 
 - Make Sagamore Hills strong by providing resources and 

opportunities to know your neighbors 
 - Make Sagamore Hills strong by funding security measures for the 

entire community 

 - Make Sagamore Hills strong by championing the schools within the 
community 

 - Make Sagamore Hills strong by carefully examining construction as 
it is affected by the overlay 

 - Make Sagamore Hills strong by raising a combined voice as the 
State examines traffic patterns 

 - Make Sagamore Hills strong by working together for the common 
good of our neighbors 

 - Make Sagamore Hills strong by combining our resources to protect 
our way of life 

Make Sagamore Hills strong today by being an active member of 
Sagamore Hills Civic Association. 

Join today!

BOARD UPDATES
November
Column lights are working well.  An additional $600 was approved to 
finish the project.

Updates on the Clairmont GDOT project, the bridge over Turtle 
Creek and building plans at the Briarcliff Clairmont intersection.  
Discussion regarding newly planned roundabout at Black Fox 
and Clairmont.  See website (sagamorehillsatl.com) for more 
information.

Williamsburg Village project approved by DeKalb zoning.  There is no 
information on where/if the US Post Office will be relocated at this 
time.

Board approved motion to allow Board members to attend by phone 
or zoom and vote at a regularly scheduled Board meeting if sick or 
out of town.

2023 officers elected
President: Don Broussard
Vice-President: Nancy Love
Secretary: James Rissler
Treasurer: Keith Petroni

December
A purely social meeting at the home of Don McChesney; no business 
allowed.

The Signal is a publication of KDA & Tlehs. Subject matter published is the opinion of the author and does not necessarily reflect the opinion of the publisher of this newsletter. 
Professional advice should be obtained before making any decision in which a professional is readily available. Advertisers assume responsibility for the content of the ads placed in this 
publication. Material published may not be reproduced without the written permission of KDA & Tlehs.

The contents of this newsletter are provided for the members of the Sagamore Hills neighborhood as a courtesy only. No representations are made as to information presented, the 
quality of the goods or services advertised, or the veracity of the statements relating to the goods and services. The printing of opinions, information or advertisements does not constitute 
an endorsement by the neighborhood of such opinions, information, goods or services.

CONTACT US TODAY • 7 70-623-6220 • sales@kda-communications.com
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COMMITTEE REPORTS – SECOND MEETING  
ON CLAIRMONT ROAD BRINGS PROGRESS –  
AND QUESTIONS
By Don McChesney, Vickie Moreland, and Don Broussard

On December 7, members of SHCA’s Board 
attended a second stakeholder meeting with 
Georgia DOT on the planned Clairmont 
Road Safety Improvement Projects. Held 
at the Greek Orthodox Cathedral, other 
community groups represented included: 
Clairmont Road Conservancy, residents 
of Audubon Drive, Leafmore-Creek Park 
Civic Association, Briarcliff Woods Civic 
Association, Carey Hansard Memorial 
Park Board, North Druid Hills Residents 
Association, Cliff Valley School and Central 
Congregational Church.

A simulation of the proposed roundabout 
at Rosecliff Drive and Clairmont Road 
was presented which showed traffic — 
including trucks — smoothly navigating 
the roundabout. Engineers stated there is 
a learning curve for drivers but experience 
has shown it takes under a month to become 
acclimated. The roundabout remains a 
necessary component to accommodate 
traffic from Mt. Brian and Audubon on the 
west to go northbound (toward I-85) since 
those streets will have left turns blocked. 

Other key items discussed:

A second roundabout at Black Fox 
Drive and Clairmont is no longer under 
consideration as it was determined it would 
hinder traffic flow at Cliff Valley School. 
We were prepared to point out the severe 
impacts to Black Fox as well (loss of two 
Sagamore columns, extensive takings of two 
residential lots). 

The proposed median through the 
Clairmont business district remains a 
topic with serious questions and problems. 
Stakeholders pointed out it would prevent 
all access for northbound traffic to Central 
Congregational Church, the two urgent care 
clinics, the pharmacy and to other retail 
firms and might encourage drivers to make 
illegal U-turns or make a left onto Briarcliff 
and then a second left into the QT from an 
already congested area. GDOT presented no 
solutions. 

A proposed right-in and right-out structure 
at Pine Forest would eliminate turning left 

from Clairmont on to Pine Forest and likely 
reduce cut-through traffic. However, any 
potential spillover impact on Black Fox has 
not yet been determined.

The presentation included a discussion of 
the proposed crosswalk at Audubon across 
Clairmont. GDOT reiterated that this was 
part of the County’s proposed plan for 
Peachtree Creek Trail and not part of their 
design plan. A crosswalk at Black Fox to/
from Cliff Valley School was discussed but is 
not in the plans at this point. 

Representatives from GDOT’s District 7 
Traffic Engineering Department here in 
DeKalb County discussed some interim 
improvements they were studying to 
improve safety before construction. Some 
items mentioned were additional reflection 
devices to improve lighting.  Additionally, 
they agreed to work with the County to 
review actions that might result in actually 
lowering the speed limit in the school zones. 
They pointed out that merely lowering 
speed limit to 35 mph might not have any 
effect without more law enforcement or 
without some design modifications to the 
roadway. 

GDOT advised that they were in the process 
of revising the Concept Report (traffic 
study) for the project which will update 
traffic and crash data.  Some preliminary 
speed statistics were presented: average 
speeds southbound between midnight and 
7AM averaged +51mph. They expect the 
update to be completed in February 2023 
and agreed to meet with stakeholders again 
at this time.

The SHCA Board and Land Use Committee 
continue to seek input from our members 
as we try to represent you on this very 
important project. We have also been 
mindful of supporting the concerns of our 
surrounding neighborhoods and institutions.  
This project affects how all of us travel and 
the perception of our community by the 
general public.  The best way to contact 
us is through the membership email - 
SHCAmembership@gmail.com.

THE CLAIRMONT 
IMPROVEMENT 
PLANS: CURRENT 
STATUS
Now split into 3 Projects:

1. I-85 south to Rosecliff

 • Added lane southbound from exit 
ramp to Briarcliff  and continues 
until merging into 2-lanes around the 
Piedmont Urgent Care

 • Address operational issues in 
commercial district.  A concrete 
median remains the leading option.

 • RCUT intersections at Audubon 
and Mt. Brian that prevent left turns 
requiring a roundabout to allow 
U-turns for traffic to go northbound 
on Clairmont. Southbound traffic 
from Sagamore Hills must find 
alternate routes to go south on 
Clairmont.

2. Rosecliff to LaVista Rd 

 • Sidewalk, retaining walls and guard 
rails – Dropped from east side / 
Sagamore Hills (eliminates 74% of 
tree impacts)

 • Deceleration lanes at Black Fox and 
Pine Forest – Dropped

 • Add Right-in Right-out (RIRO) at 
Pine Forest

 • Connect / extend existing sidewalks 
on west side of Clairmont (Cathedral 
side)

3. Clairmont at LaVista

 • Address operational and safety issues 
at this intersection; right hand turn 
lane added on LaVista for northbound 
Clairmont

Source: Georgia DOT Handouts / 
Presentations – Oct. 22, 2022 and  
Dec. 7, 2022
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CELEBRATING 30 YEARS
HammerSmith is here for you and your family.  

We provide exceptional architectural designs and  
home renovations. Start planning today for how  

to live better in an ever-changing world.

 
 

• Replace/Repair/Install almost 
anything

• Rebuild and repair after 
remediation crews leave

• Custom projects—we work 
with you to create your 
design

• References available in your 
neighborhood

Home Projects 
Done Right

Your Neighborhood Handyman
404-775-9161
RightHomeRepair.com

Improving properties for 20+ years

I look forward to 
working with you.

Kirk Hill,
Associate Broker
Member of Sagamore  
Hills Civic Association
c: 404.944.3800
kirk.hill@metrobrokers.com

Mercedes Ruehle,
REALTOR®

Elite Member  
of Relocation

c: 770.842.1371
mercedes.ruehle@metrobrokers.com

4073 Lavista Rd, #373 | Tucker, GA 30084 | 404.843.2500

25 yr. Resident of Sagamore Hills / Lakeside Area
30 yrs. Combined Real Estate Experience

Award Winning Top Producers
Sold and Listed over 50 homes in  

Past 17 yrs. in Sagamore Hills Community

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 2023 IS GOING TO BE GREAT YEAR TO 
BUY OR SELL A HOME. CALL YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD  

SPECIALISTS KIRK AND MERCEDES FOR EXPERT ADVICE.
UNDER CONTRACT

1451 WOODSHIRE DRIVE     4 BEDS/3.5 BATHS  SAGAMORE HILLS

SOLD
2147 COUNCIL BLUFF COURT     2646 RANGEWOOD DRIVE NE 

2154 KODIAK DRIVE NE     2034 PINE FOREST DRIVE NE 
1524 REGENCY WALK DRIVE     741 HILLMONT AVENUE 

2113 ALLAIRE LANE NE     OAK GROVE ELEMENTARY

KIRK HILL
A SAGAMORE HILLS RESIDENT SINCE 1997
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Sagamore Hills Civic Association, Inc. 
P.O. Box 49207, Atlanta, GA 30359  

 
Sagamore Hills Civic Association, Inc. 

         Membership Dues Enrollment & Directory Information 
2023 

January -December       
   

Make checks payable to Sagamore Hills Civic Association, Inc. 

 $35.00  Annual Membership Dues  

     Optional Designated Donations: 

 ______ Beautification Fund 

 ______ Security Patrol Fund ($130/year suggested) 

 ______ Total Enclosed 

Membership Directory Information: (check here if joining as a non-owner renter _____) 

Address:  ________________________________________________________ 

City & Zip:  ___________________________    Directory Phone: *_______________ 

Member Name: _________________________Cell:  _________ (* __ do not list) 

 e-mail: ___________________________________________ (internal use only ) 

Member Name: _________________________Cell:  _________ (* __  do not list) 

e-mail: ____________________________________________ (internal use only) 
 

Other adult household members to be listed in the Directory 
Member Name E-Mail Address Preferred Contact 

Num ber 

   
   

 
As always, the Board welcomes your comments, suggestions, and concerns.  Use this space for your comments: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
*The SHCA respects y our desire to withhold this information, but our Directory is a serv ice to the membership so 
that y our friends and neighbors can easily contact you.  So, if y our cell phone is y our only household telephone 
device, please reconsider. 
 
 
Priv acy Policy:  SHCA will never rent, sell or share your personal information with third parties or capture or store your payment 
information.  

You Can Now  
Join and Pay 

on our website: 
www.SagamoreHillsATL.com 
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Calendar
January
1 – New Year’s Day
2 – New Year’s Day Holiday
4 – DeKalb County Schools Resume
10 – SHCA Board Meeting
15 – Quarterly taxes due
16 – Martin Luther King Day

February
14 – Valentine’s Day
        SHCA Board Meeting
15 – Signal articles due
17 – DeKalb County School Teacher Workday
20 – President’s Day

COMMITTEE REPORTS – 
BEAUTIFICATION REPORT
Sagamore Hills was certainly bright, shiny, and well-decorated 
through the holiday season.  Bright solar lights on the columns 
welcomed visitors into our wonderful neighborhood thanks to the 
work of Keith Petroni and his gang of workers.  This group remains 
committed to keeping the lights on at the entrances to Sagamore 
Hills and working to find ways to bring lights to those columns that 
are heavily shaded.  Your beautification committee is appreciative of 
their work!

Camden & Co continue to maintain the entrances and Black Fox island 
entrance throughout the winter.  We are thankful for their work.

We also appreciate the many homes that were decorated throughout 
the season making Sagamore Hills look like just the happy, 
welcoming neighborhood we know it to be.  What fun it was to see all 
your homes saying to the world, “We wish you happy holidays.”

Now that winter has officially arrived, the time has come for us to 
get our plans ready for spring.  It won’t be long until the hundreds 
of daffodils at the entrances will begin to peak through the barren 
earth as visible proof that spring is, indeed, on the way.  Concerns 
that Beautification will be addressing include the plants lost in 
the drought and adding colorful perennials to the entrances.  The 
columns will be cleaned this spring (after the pollen season).

As a committee, we are concerned about the many signs on the 
streets in our neighborhood.  Many of these signs are so dirty they 
can’t be read.  Some are redundant and some are just not truthful.  
We intend to work on the number and legibility of the signs through 
the coming year.  Let us know if you want special attention to a 
particular sign or area (shcamembership@gmail.com) and we will 
respond.  Better still … feel free to clean any sign you see.

Don’t forget to look long and hard at your house.  Check to make sure 
the street number is readily visible from the street for emergency 
personnel and that your postal box is in good shape.  

As always, we appreciate your comments and suggestions.  Reach us 
at shcamembership@gmail.com.

COMMITTEE REPORTS – SAFETY/
SECURITY COMMITTEE REPORT
The Safety/Security Committee increased off-duty police patrols 
during December ‘s very busy holidays.  Your generous support 
in 2022 enabled us to add time that off-duty police spent in the 
neighborhood.  Thank you.   Please continue to donate to the SHCA 
Safety/Security Fund as you pay your annual dues for 2023.

GENERAL NEWS – NEW RESIDENTS!
Sagamore Hills welcomes neighbors who have joined our 
neighborhood in the last few months:

 • Justin and Amelia Cline - 1761 Arrowhead Trail

Disney filming for a movie on Black Fox Drive in fall 2022.  Character 
is for a new children’s movie.  Picture shows some of our residents 
watching the action.  Filming involved several area streets off and on 
over several weeks.
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GENERAL NEWS –  
WHO YOU GONNA CALL?
The Sagamore Hills Directory has a page of Emergency and 
Frequently Used numbers on page 8. Here are some others you may 
want to pencil in the Notes section of your directory, just in case. 

Pot Holes  (404) 297-3813 

Code Enforcement  (404) 687-3700 or  
 Codeenforce@dekalbcounty ga.gov 

Non-emergency Police (678) 406-7929 

Animal Control (404) 294-2996

Roads and Drainage  (404) 297-3840 Fallen tree blocking  
 roadway (and a lot of other roles)

Drinking Water concerns (770) 391-6047 or  
 dekalbwater@dekalbcountyga.gov

PDK plane noise (770) 936-5442 or  
 www.planenoise.com/PDK

Malfunctioning Traffic Lights (404) 297-3947

Traffic Light Timing (770) 492-5206

Watershed Management 
Water pipe issues outside the meter and many other things water-
related 

Main Number  (770)-621-7200

24 Hour Emergencies (770) 270-6243 

Billing Information (404) 378-4475

GENERAL NEWS –  
TERMINOLOGY TIPS
Until last month, I didn’t know there was a difference between 
traffic circles, round abouts, and rotaries (briefly its size, number of 
lanes, speed allowed, and whether bicycles are allowed.)  Nor did I 
know what “sharrows” are. (Indicates roads shared between bicycles 
and motorized vehicles.)  Taking AARP’s “Driver Safety” class to 
lower my car insurance cost, gave me this knowledge as well as a 
lower insurance rate.  I’m bringing this to Sagamore Hills residents’ 
attention as both of these state/county “improvements” are being 
discussed for use in and around our neighborhood.  

Knowing the terminology will allow me (and you) to better 
participate in local discussions.  These possible changes in our area 
are being spoken of as “Safety” changes.  Voice your opinion to 
Vickie Moreland, Don Broussard, and Don McChesney by emailing 
SHCAmembership@gmail.com.

GENERAL NEWS –  
JANUARY/FEBRUARY GREEN SCENE
by Geri Laufer  

5 Top Garden/Landscape Tips for January
 + Choose a pleasant day to toss out seeds of Shirley Poppy for brilliant 

April color 

 + Prune rosebushes back to several sturdy canes emerging from the 
ground

 + January is the best time to force branches of witch hazel, forsythia, 
pussy willow and quince into bloom and enjoy indoors

 + Water the roots of evergreens and new transplants, even if it seems 
really cold

 + Order annual seeds now while supplies are fresh and plentiful, and 
don’t forget a new-to-you variety or two

5 Top Garden/Landscape Tips for February
 + Remember your Valentine.  They might like flowers with roots 

(plants) instead of cut flowers this year! 

 + Feed those Spring-flowering bulbs you planted last fall with organic 
fertilizer like BioTone when their green shoots begin to show

 + It’s time to prune woody ornamentals because without leaves you 
can really see the branch structure (but wait until AFTER blooming 
for azaleas)

 + If your soil test showed that your soil is too acid, add pulverized, 
dolomite lime now

 + February is definitely transition time. Houseplants are waking up 
now that the days are beginning to get longer

Drop me a line at gerilaufer@gmail.com and let me know what you 
would like to read about in the March/April Signal. 
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GENERAL NEWS –  
THE FLAG ON 
BLACK FOX
We’ve all passed the American Flag 
flying proudly on Black Fox.  It 
reminds us of our country and all 
the freedoms we enjoy.  Have you 
noticed the Marine flag flying next 
to it?  That Marine flag celebrated 
the World War II service of William 
Luther Richardson Jr (Bill) in the 
United States Marine Corp.

Bill, 98, passed away on December 21, 2022, after an extended illness. 
This same day was his 75th wedding anniversary. Bill and Betty have 
been a cornerstone of Sagamore Hills for many years and we’ve all 
watched the beautiful vegetable garden of Bill’s year after year.  He’s 
shared his harvest with many of us.

Bill enlisted in the USMC on March 19, 1943, training at Parris 
Island and Artillery School, Quantico, VA.  He joined K Battery, 14th 
Regiment, 4th Marine Division at Camp Pendleton. He participated 
in action against the Japanese at Roi Namur, Saipan, and Tinian.  He 
was on board a LST at Pearl Harbor on Sunday, May 21, 1944, when 
many landing ships exploded. The damage and casualties were 
second only to the December 7 raid on Pearl Harbor.

He saw action in Iwo Jima and was there to see the flag raised at Iwo 
Jima on February 23, 1944.  His flag, flying proudly day after day on 
Black Fox, was a constant reminder of that day and what that day 
meant to him and to us.

He was honorably discharged on November 26, 1945.  His military 
service was important to him.  He and Betty were volunteers at the 
Veterans Administration Hospital where Bill’s volunteer record had 
more than 5,000 volunteer hours.  For many years, Bill served as a 
leader in organizations in this community and throughout Atlanta.

Bill was part of the “Greatest Generation” and I will treasure his 
memory and remember his remarkable service to this, our America.  
Semper fi, Bill!

GENERAL NEWS – DIRECTORY
One of the tangible benefits of being a 
member of Sagamore Hills Civic Association 
is the directory.  Every two years, Sagamore 
Hills Civic Association publishes a 
neighborhood directory which is given to 
every MEMBER household early in the 
summer.  The directory contains names, 
addresses and telephone numbers of all 
residents.

The directory allows you to “remember” 
the name of your neighbor as well as giving 
you their phone number for contact.  The directory also contains an 
important list of phone numbers for those times when you aren’t 
sure who to call.  Additionally, the By-Laws of Sagamore Hills Civic 
Association, advice on contacting Board members as well as a list of 
current officers and Board members are included.

Since this information changes frequently as people move in and out 
of the neighborhood, how does SHCA get this information?  

 • Our best information comes from our members as they pay their 
dues each year and fill out the membership form either on paper or 
online at SagamoreHillsAtl.com.  No email addresses are put into 
the directory, nor are the names of children under 18 printed.  

 • Our second source of information is our neighborhood 
residents advising us when new residents move into the area 
(SHCAmembership@gmail.com) so we can visit them and 
welcome them to the neighborhood.

 • A third source of information is DeKalb County Tax Digest where 
the names of property owners are listed.  No telephone numbers 
are recorded by DeKalb in the Tax Digest.

If you are aware of new or out-of-date information, please let us 
know before we go to print!   The most important part of this puzzle 
is correct information.  The Board counts on you even if you aren’t a 
member of the Association.  Make sure to notify SHCAmembership@
gmail.com if your phone number changes or of any changes in 
residents in your household.  Let us know if the house next door goes 
on the market so we can stay current.

AND, most importantly, join SHCA either with the form in this Signal 
or online at SagamoreHillsAtl.com so your directory will be delivered 
to your household as soon as it is published late this spring.

2021 - 2022 DIRECTORY
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Green & Growing

GREEN & GROWING

Welcome to 2023! Yes, January is 
traditionally one of the coldest 
months here in Georgia, but a 
little chill shouldn’t stop you 
from getting things done in the 

landscape. December saw unusually warm 
temperatures, so maybe the first month of 
the new year will surprise us too!

The colder months are the best time to 
plant new trees and shrubs, so get to 
digging! Most plants’ growth is halted by 
cooler temperatures, meaning they are less 
demanding for nutrients, so this time of 
year the focus is on root establishment and 
growth. When installing something new, 
it’s always best to surround the base of the 
plant with mulch, but never up against the 
trunk or main stem.

Light pruning can be done on trees now. Do 
corrective and ‘clean up’ pruning on trees 
while you can see the branch structure, 
before they leaf back out. Start by pruning 
dead or diseased limbs, then ones that are 
crossing. And while some vegetative growth 
on the ground has died back, now is a good 

time to chop bamboo, English ivy and 
kudzu back while you can get to the main 
stems of the plant.

Plant things with winter blooms, like 
pansies and hellebores! Pop them in garden 
beds, sprinkle a little Osmocote fertilizer 
around each one, and then cover each with 
a handful of mulch before watering them 
in. And there’s still time to plant bulbs, like 
daffodils and irises.

This is the month we’re likely to see our 
first “hard freeze” of the year. But what’s 
the difference between a frost and a freeze? 
Frost is visible on plants, windshields, etc. 
and can occur when temps are ABOVE 
freezing, and it all depends on dew point as 
well. If the dew point is below freezing, a 
frost is more likely. Freezing is when the air 
temperature is literally below 32 degrees. 
And a freeze can come without a frost. 
A “hard freeze” is when the temperature 
drops further, below 28 degrees, for a 
longer time. It will kill the top growth of 
most perennials and root crops, BUT a 
hard frost doesn’t mean plants are dead 

though. Even after 
your plants have died 
back to the ground, 
the soil may be warm 
enough, so the roots are 
still growing. 
And finally, what to do with that live 
Christmas tree? I am fortunate to be able to 
throw ours in the woods behind our house, 
and I am delighted to see birds and deer 
nesting by it. Some local parks and usually 
Home Depot stores offer to chip your tree, 
producing usable mulch.

Cheers to many new 
garden opportunities 

in the coming year!
Ashley Frasca is host of the radio show Green 
and Growing, heard on 95.5 WSB Radio every 
Saturday from 6-9:00 a.m. For gardening tips, 
information, and advice, follow her Facebook 
page: Facebook.com/greenandgrowingwsb
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Believe me, been there, done that.

We all have things around the home that 
while we know they would work better 
if we had them serviced, well, they are 
working now and that’s good enough for 
me.

A properly maintained home is important, 
and all it takes in most cases is a phone 
call.  

With our New Year’s resolutions still fresh 
in our minds here are some things you 
absolutely need to have serviced this year…

HVAC SYSTEM. 

Get a service contract and have your air 
conditioner inspected by a pro this spring 
and your furnace inspected by a pro this 
fall.  Your systems will run more efficiently, 
your filters will be changed, and you will 
save money on your home energy bills.  

ELECTRICAL SYSTEM. 

Your electrical system wears down 
over time.  Get a whole house electrical 
inspection and make sure it includes your 
smoke and CO detectors.  

GARAGE DOOR.  

What?  My garage door?  You bet.  It’s the 
largest moving piece of equipment in your 

home and you rely on it every single day.  
The once over will do it a world of good.

SEPTIC TANK.  

When’s the last time you had your septic 
tank cleaned out?  While it’s not an every 
year job, it’s something that you need to 
have done every 3 years.  Think of it this 
way - when your a/c goes out you are hot, 
when your electrical goes out it’s dark.  
What adjective best describes a bad septic 
situation?  Exactly…

WATER HEATER.  

You know the average life span of a water 
heater in this area is 7 years.  How old is 
yours again?  Right.  Have a professional 
come out and check it out.  Make sure they 
check the T&P valve and that you have an 
expansion tank.  

While they are there have them check your 
home’s water pressure.  High pressure is 
the evil villain to the inner workings of 
your faucets and commodes.

DUCTS.  

Your ducts work every day carrying the 
cool or warm air to the rooms in your 
house and return air and dirt back to your 
unit.  Do yourself a favor a have them 
professionally cleaned.

A good, professional cleaning will have you 
breathing better and can possibly cut down 
on the amount of dusting you have to do 
around the house.  It will also increase the 
life and efficiency of your hvac system.

Extra good news - barring unforeseen 
circumstances you won’t have to have them 
cleaned for another 5-7 years.

ROOF.  

How long has it been since you had a 
roofing pro inspect your roof?  Most 
quality roofing companies offer a free roof 
analysis which will let you know the exact 
shape of your roof.

Plus, having a qualified roofer inspect your 
roof gives you the ability to tell the storm 
chaser roof guy “No thanks - I already have 
a professional inspection”.  

Sweet.

Grab your hammer and join the show! In 
Atlanta, 404.872.0750 or 1.800.972.8255.  
Saturday mornings from 9:00 a.m. until 
12:00 p.m., Dave Baker is WSB’s resident 
household repair and home improvement 

expert! He provides a multitude of tips and advice on 
planning, building and fixing up around the house.  
Follow Dave on his Facebook page:  Facebook.com/
thehomefixitpage

Been putting off basic homeowners chores?
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W inter in Atlanta is usually mild, 
and it’s not out of the question 
to experience afternoon 
temperatures in the upper 60s 
to low 70s during the month of 

January.

In fact, the warmest January day in Atlanta 
occurred on January 11, 1949 when the 
thermometer reached 79 degrees.

But temperatures in January can be very cold 
-- well below freezing and even below zero!

Averaging out all the highs and lows in the 
month of January, the average monthly 
temperature is 44.8 degrees, the coldest 
average monthly temperature of the year for 
Atlanta.

The coldest morning in January occurred 
on January 21, 1985 when the thermometer 
dropped to minus 8 degrees Fahrenheit. 
January 1982 was also bone-chilling cold, 
as the thermometer dropped to minus 5 
degrees.

Another note about January 1982: Long-time 
Atlanta residents will remember the Snow 
Jam of January 12-14 1982, when 4 inches of 

snow, sleet and freezing rain fell throughout 
Metro Atlanta, paralyzing the city. A total 7 
inches of snow fell that January, marking the 
third snowiest January in Atlanta’s history.

Other notable winter weather events in the 
month of January include January 23, 2000, 
when an ice storm struck Atlanta one week 
before the city was set to host the NFL’s 
Super Bowl. As many as 500,000 people 
were without power that day as freezing rain 
accumulated on trees and powerlines.

Snow Jam History repeated again in 2014 
when 2.6 inches of snow fell during the 
morning and early afternoon of January 28. 
The city was paralyzed in melted snow that 
turned to ice under car tires. Thousands of 
people were stranded on the interstates and 
surface streets, and many spent the night 
freezing in their cars or walking home in 
non-walking shoes. Many more spent the 
night in grocery stores.

This storm was a stark reminder of the 
importance in keeping a weather-ready 
emergency kit in our vehicles. Always keep 
an extra blanket, jacket, pair of walking 
shoes, water, and non-perishable snacks 
in your vehicle in case weather leaves you 
stranded on the road for numerous hours.

Welcome to 
January, the 

coldest month 
of the year!

WEATHER BY CHRISTINA

Connect with me! 
Facebook: Christina Edwards WSB 
Twitter: @ChristinaWSBwx
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SA75NA/C & Heating
Anytime Heating & Cooling, Inc. 678-606-9020
Dayco Systems 770-919-9509
Neese Heating and Cooling 678-856-4785
Precision Heating & Air 770-445-0870
Shumate Air Conditioning & Heating 678-584-0880
Superior Indoor Comfort 770-664-9098
Zen Air 678-883-7868

Accountants
Signature Accounting Services, LLC. 770-975-1609

Active Adult Community
Holbrook/Dogwood Forest 404-445-7777

Assisted Living
Camellia Place 770-876-3039
Manor Lake BridgeMill 678-990-5055
Tapestry House Assisted Living 678-234-1074

Attorney
Daryl L Kidd P.C. 770-499-1274

Auto Detailing
Polished Peach Car Wash 770-592-8102

Automotive Sales
Cory Sims "Big, Tall, Bald Guy" 706-618-0811

Banking
American Commerce Bank 470-422-1200
Credit Union of Georgia 678-486-1111

Bathroom & Kitchen Remodeling
UCI Kitchen & Bath 770-441-1681

Cabinetry
Cabinet Buyers Outlet 706-972-4480

Cleaning Services
House Cleaning Specialist, Inc 770-975-4995

Consignment
Finders Keepers 404-296-0285
Uptown Cheapskate-Cumming 770-844-7600
Uptown Cheapskate-East Cobb 770-999-1967
Uptown Cheapskate-Johns Creek 770-495-1515

Dance Studio
CK DanceWorks, Inc. & CK Yoga 770-975-7298

Dentist
Acworth Dental 770-974-4146
BridgeMill Dentistry (Scott Merritt, DMD) 770-704-1812
Distinctive Dentistry 770-445-6606
Esthetic Dental Solutions 678-352-1333
Family Dentistry at Seven Hills 678-574-4837
Northpoint Dental 678-274-6987
Roswell Dental Care 470-288-1363
Swords & Phelps Dentistry 770-479-3713

Design & Build Services
HammerSmith, Inc. 404-377-1021

Doors
EntryPoint Doors of Atlanta 770-904-0094

Electrical Service
Arc Angel Electric Corp 470-239-5568
Mr. Electric of Atlanta-Mr. Rooter 470-202-8023
Mr. Electric of Canton 678-408-7174
Rocket Electric 770-288-5855
ServiceWise Electric, LLC 404-704-4903
Shumate Electrical Services 678-584-0880

Flooring
Dalton Wholesale Floors-Ellijay 706-515-1510

Funeral Homes
In Their Honor of Jasper Funerals &
Cremations

706-253-5060
Garage Doors

Platinum Overhead Door 678-329-3100

Golf Courses
Club Corp Golf Clubs 770-389-2000

Golf Equipment & Supplies
Cherokee Golf Carts 770-954-7174
Golf Cars of Canton 678-880-1156

Granite
Granite Doctor Atlanta 678-806-6500

Handyman
Shumate Handyman Services 678-584-0880

Home Furnishings
ARIANA Home Furnishings & Design 678-807-7422

Hospital
Northeast Georgia Medical Center 770-214-4492

Insurance
Allstate Insurance Nancy Wells 404-452-5066
State Farm-Matt Cresap 770-982-0064
The Upton Agency 770-361-6570

Kitchen
Housley Enterprises, Inc 678-546-2276

Medical Clinic
Prestige Medical Group 706-692-9768

Mortgages
Cross Country Mortgage- Jeff Zulauf 770-597-2160
Pennix Mortgage 404-451-1250

Nursery
Autumn Hill Nursery 770-442-3901

Painting
360 Painting 770-213-5071
Benjamin Moore Paint Store-Alpharetta 678-404-5511
Chris Brown Painting & Home Repair 770-323-3148
Earthly Matters Painting and Contracting 770-346-0203

Performing Arts
Falany Performing Arts Center & Alumni 770-720-9167
Schwartz Center For Performing Arts 404-727-8769

Pest Control
Legacy Pest Control 770-423-0160
Windward Pest Services 404-545-1651

Physicians
Northside Family Medicine of Johns Creek 770-476-6130

Plumbing
Bryan Plumbing Services 770-826-5277
Mr. Rooter of Atlanta 470-202-8178
Serv'all Plumbing & Rooter Service 770-917-1852
Shumate Plumbing Services 678-584-0880
The Plumbers Guild 404-694-5128

Pre-Schools & Kindergarten
Omega Learning Center-Acworth 770-792-7431
Primrose School of Acworth Bentwater 770-529-3925
Primrose School of Harmony on the Lakes 770-704-0721

Propane Service
Gas Incorporated 770-720-1378

Real Estate
Ansley Atlanta Real Estate-Jody Tirone 404-451-3125
Atlanta Communities-Carl Hawthorne 404-403-1789
Atlanta Communities-Elizabeth Martin 678-373-9342
Atlanta Communities-Jennifer and Associates 770-403-5639
Atlanta Communities-Steele 770-337-9529
Coldwell Banker-Sherry Warner 404-784-8848
Compass Realty-Gipson and Co. 404-405-5363
Compass Realty-Natalie Gregory Team 404-373-0076
Cory & Co. Realty 404-564-5561
David Cooke-Martin Lake Group at KW 770-652-6270
Harry Norman Realtors-Pam Hughes 404-626-3604
Keller Williams Realty-Cynthia Baer 678-358-3369
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Pest Control
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Physicians
Northside Family Medicine of Johns Creek 770-476-6130

Plumbing
Bryan Plumbing Services 770-826-5277
Mr. Rooter of Atlanta 470-202-8178
Serv'all Plumbing & Rooter Service 770-917-1852
Shumate Plumbing Services 678-584-0880
The Plumbers Guild 404-694-5128

Pre-Schools & Kindergarten
Omega Learning Center-Acworth 770-792-7431
Primrose School of Acworth Bentwater 770-529-3925
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Propane Service
Gas Incorporated 770-720-1378

Real Estate
Ansley Atlanta Real Estate-Jody Tirone 404-451-3125
Atlanta Communities-Carl Hawthorne 404-403-1789
Atlanta Communities-Elizabeth Martin 678-373-9342
Atlanta Communities-Jennifer and Associates 770-403-5639
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Harry Norman Realtors-Pam Hughes 404-626-3604
Keller Williams Realty-Cynthia Baer 678-358-3369
Keller Williams Susan Stanford 678-677-3935
Keller Williams-Linda Jacobs 770-337-2006
Park Realty-John Morgan 770-655-9423
Remax Around Atlanta-Falkin 770-330-2374
Remax-Heerema 770-238-6759
Robin Martin and Associates 678-665-0202
Russ Robinson Atlanta Communities 770-335-7677
Shaston Homes LLC 678-525-5880

Remodeling
Daniel's Home Services 770-598-1379
GCI Basements 404-569-8794
Serv'all Plumbing-Remodeling 770-917-1852

Restaurants
Beau Monde Cigar Bar & Restaurant 770-559-1987
Largos 404-888-4220
Luna Maya 770-720-4999

Roofing
Earthly Matters Painting and Contracting 770-346-0203

Schools-Private
McGinnis Woods Country Day School 770-664-7764
The Friends School of Atlanta 404-373-8746
Woodward Academy 404-765-4001

Security Systems
Classic Entry Systems 678-330-1111

Skin Care
The Beauty Barn 678-824-5466

Water Heaters
Serv'all Plumbing-Water Heaters 770-917-1852

Window Cleaning
Marietta Window Company 678-859-7481



EDUCATING FOR PEACE AND JUSTICE
862 Columbia Drive, Decatur GA 30030   

404-373-8746
  friendsschoolatlanta.org 

PreK3 - 8th Grade

Differentiated instruction in
small, diverse classes guided

by Quaker values of
simplicity, peace, integrity,
community, equality and

stewardship. 

WE ARE AVAILABLE FOR ALL YOUR

PLUMBING REQUIREMENTS
✓ Home Plumbing Repair
✓ Leak Detection and Water Line Repair
✓ Trenchless Sewer Line Installation

Please call our 24-hour emergency hotline number if you have any plumbing emergencies.

10 Executive Park West, 567, Brookhaven, GA 30329

atlantaplumbersguild.com
corey@atlantaplumbersguild.com

(404) 796-9712 




