
THE SIGNAL
PRESIDENT’S LETTER
by Allen Venet, President

Living in Interesting Times
Many of us may be thinking of the old joke about being cursed to live in interesting 
times.  The COVID-19 pandemic may or may not be waning, and we may or may 
not be poised for a second wave of serious illness; we have entered an economic 
recession that may or may not prove to be among the worst our nation has endured; 
and yet another death of a black suspect in police custody has aroused public 
passion and demonstrations across America not seen in many years.  Sagamore Hills 
is not immune to any of these physical, economic, or societal ills, but we also have 
much for which we can be grateful as spring turns to summer.

The pandemic has given many of us new opportunities to interact with our 
neighbors, and time to focus on our homes and yards.  There have been acts of 
kindness as Sagamore residents have reached out to help each other with shopping 
and other needs.  Many of us are home and walking more.  Those with school age 
children have enjoyed spending more time with them, while gaining an increased 
appreciation for the important role played by teachers.

Like people everywhere, we have our biases, and Sagamore has suffered rare 
instances of inappropriate behavior.  But I believe that they have been more than 
balanced by the actions of inclusive and supportive neighbors.  Whatever our 
personal political feelings, we can all take pride in the fact that the recent protests 
for racial justice in and near Sagamore have been peaceful, family friendly, and 
positive.

We can also be pleased that the extra police patrols funded by our Security Fund 
donations represent the best of community policing.  Not only do your donations 
help to protect Sagamore Hills, but many of us have become friends with Officers 
Ronnie and Mark, and they have become friends of Sagamore Hills.

The SHCA Board is very pleased to report that our membership numbers have 
picked up, and we want to extend a special welcome – or welcome back – to 
everyone who has recently joined.  But, to each of you reading this Signal who has 
not joined or made a 2020 Security Fund donation, please do so today.  These are 
interesting times, but together we can help make them interesting in positive ways.
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Contact your board by emailing Membership@sagamorehillsatl.com

Join the SHCA today on-line SagamoreHillsATL.com, 
by email membership@SagamoreHillsATL.com or  

by mail to PO Box 49207, Atlanta, GA 30359General questions may be submitted to 
Membership@sagamorehillsatl.com

To dispute a water bill
Call:  404-371-3000 

On Line:  dekalbwaterbillingfn@dekalbcountyga.gov



Ace Hardware of Toco Hills

Grill Roast Smoke Bake

2983 N Druid Hills Rd (404) 325-8000 (next to Publix)
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During these uncertain times, 
HammerSmith is here for you 
and your family. We provide 

safe, essential services, 
architectural designs and 
home renovations. Start 

planning today for how to  
live better in a changed world. 

• Replace/Repair/Install almost 
anything

• Rebuild and repair after 
remediation crews leave

• Custom projects—we work 
with you to create your 
design

• References available in your 
neighborhood

Home Projects 
Done Right

Your Neighborhood Handyman
404-775-9161
RightHomeRepair.com

Improving properties for 20+ years

I look forward to 
working with you.
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SECURITY CONTACT INFORMATION
Officer Ronnie E. Viar • reviar@dekalbcountyga.gov

Many SHCA members have chosen to contribute to the security fund which has enabled us to 
retain the services of DeKalb Police Officer Ronnie E. Viar who patrols our neighborhood. 

A benefit of this arrangement is the ability to inform Officer Viar of events or situations you 
believe might impact the security of our community. This includes the ability to advise him of 
extended absences from your home due to vacations and general travel.  Please contact Ronnie at 
the above email address.

As always, in case of an emergency please contact 911 immediately. And please never approach a 
suspicious vehicle or person, always call 911 - you can never be too careful!

770-623-6220 • sales@kda-communications.com
The Signal is a publication of KDA & Tlehs. Subject matter published is the opinion of the author and does not necessarily reflect the opinion of the publisher of this newsletter. 
Professional advice should be obtained before making any decision in which a professional is readily available. Advertisers assume responsibility for the content of the ads 

placed in this publication. Material published may not be reproduced without the written permission of KDA & Tlehs.

The contents of this newsletter are provided for the members of the Sagamore Hills neighborhood as a courtesy only. No representations are made as to information presented, the quality of the goods or services advertised, or the veracity of the statements relating 
to the goods and services. The printing of opinions, information or advertisements does not constitute an endorsement by the neighborhood of such opinions, information, goods or services.

PUBLIC SAFETY 
REFERENCE NUMBERS
by Nancy Love
Police Emergency.......911
Non-urgent .................(678) 406-7929
Animal Control ...........(404) 294-2996
Code Enforcement ....(770) 724-7940

911 operators dispatch EMS, Police, and Fire/Rescue, DeKalb 
County Sheriff’s Dept. DeKalb County Marshal’s Office, DeKalb 
County Animal Control, and DeKalb County School Police.

SAGAMORE HILLS – WHAT’S IN A NAME?
by Jaime Dutro

In the last Signal was an article about the naming 
of our stream Turtle Creek.  We are lucky to live 
in an area that has thriving wildlife (until deer eat 
your hosta, or your cat goes missing) with a healthy 
stream whose name was chosen by our kids after 
a serendipitous sighting of a snapping turtle while 
conducting water quality tests under their STEM 
program.  Formally naming the stream adds to 
Sagamore Hills as a great neighborhood with a sense 
of place.  In this case, for this stream, we have this 
history documented.  But what about the name 
Sagamore Hills?

It’s one of many neighborhoods in our area with 
a name that has a connection to the physical 
beauty or some historic name.  Take Druid Hills; 
the well known, historic, hilly and woodsy Atlanta 
neighborhood: Even its name was debated among 
a slew of almost forgettable names, among which 
can be found these in the Olmsted correspondence: 
Goodwood, Midwood, Inwood, Florawood, 
Homewood, Brightwood, New Dorp (?), and 
Battleboro.  It’s speculated that Joel Hurt associated 
the area with a similarly named neighborhood in 
Baltimore, Druid Hill Park.

Long-time Sagamore Hills residents all know of 
Sagamore Hill, Teddy Roosevelt’s historic home.  

But what is the connection of a subdivision built 
in the 1950s in DeKalb County, Georgia, and 
Teddy Roosevelt?  The reasoning by someone at 
Stark Development, the original developer of the 
neighborhood, is lost to history; but here are some 
theories and side stories as to why it might have been 
on their minds.

American history classes all taught us, and Ken Burns 

has made sure that anyone who saw his PBS series 
“The Roosevelts,” knows that Sagamore Hill is the 
historic home of Theodore “Teddy” Roosevelt, Jr 
near the town of Oyster Bay on the north shore of 
Long Island, New York, completed in 1886.  Roosevelt 
borrowed that name from Sagamore, the Algonquin 
Native American word for chieftain, meaning the 
head of the tribe. It served as his “Summer White 
House” during his terms as President from 1901-
1909.  It is well worth a visit if you are in the area.

But we could be living in Leeholm Hills. Originally, 
Roosevelt intended to name his home Leeholm 
after his first wife, Alice Hathaway Lee Roosevelt.  
Tragically, she died in childbirth of their first child 
and Roosevelt was so distraught he couldn’t bear to 
use that name; he basically decamped for two years 
to North Dakota attempting to be a cattle farmer.  
During that time, he developed his great love for 
the outdoors and wild undeveloped spaces.  On 
August 11, 1952, the U.S. Post Office issued the Mount 
Rushmore Memorial commemorative stamp on the 
25th anniversary of the dedication of the Mount 
Rushmore National Memorial.  Roosevelt is on 
Mount Rushmore for good reason: he signed into law 
the creation of the first five National Parks and the 
Antiquities Act, which set aside National Monuments 
such as the Grand Canyon and many other national 
treasures; he also created bird reserves, game 
preserves, and the National Forest System.  Our 
neighborhood was largely farm and pasture back in 
the 1940s; there were also beautifully wooded and 
hilly areas full of nature and wildlife with a stream 
at its center.  (Side note: Original easements granted 
for the sum of $1 for the construction of the sewer 
system note that they were being built to eliminate 
open sewers.  Yuck).

In the 1950s, the United States was going through a 
lot of change and introspection (to be kind) as the 
nation approached the centennial of the Civil War.  
Bullock Hall, the National Historical Site in Roswell, 
is where Teddy Roosevelt’s mother, Martha Bulloch 
“Mittie” Roosevelt, married Theodore Roosevelt, Sr. 
in 1853.  It’s likely the centennial of this wedding was 
in the local newspapers and on the minds of many in 
the Atlanta area. 

If you’re walking around our neighborhood and take 
the time to look more closely, you’ll see that many 
homes are built from used bricks – bricks recovered 
from commercial buildings demolished in downtown 
Atlanta during a period of rapid suburban growth 
in the 1950s.  Looking at some, you may even notice 
paint or black burn marks.  These bricks are not likely 
from Sherman’s burning of Atlanta or the 1917 Great 
Atlanta Fire, but from buildings dating from the 1800s 
and early 1900s demolished in the central business 
district as the Atlanta skyline grew upwards.  So, in 
a way, our neighborhood is part of a mid-century 
rebirth of Atlanta, not from the flames of war but 
from outward growth, prosperity, and social change.

Does anyone else have any theories or knowledge of 
the history of Sagamore Hills?  Pictures, especially 
of the old playground and ball field on Council Bluff 
Drive?

Bonus Question (prize to be determined): 

On early plats by Stark Development, one of the 
longer roads in the neighborhood was named Sunset 
Circle, what’s its current name? 

Send your response to SHCATrafficcom@gmail.com
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COMMUNITY UNITES IN PEACEFUL PROTESTS
by Catherine Schwenkler

The first week of June, as Black Lives Matter 
protests swept our city, the nation, and the world, 
a neighbor and I were texting about how we 
wished we could be involved in peaceful protests 
and demonstrate solidarity with this important 
movement. She and I are both white mothers of 
young kids and our concerns about COVID-19 
exposure, in particular, had kept us from heading 
downtown.

Another white woman who lives around the corner 
put together a last minute “Solidarity Saunter” for 
Saturday June 5, involving our three families and a 
few others. We walked a mile-loop; our preschool-
age children made and carried signs. 

This enterprising neighbor and I chatted and then 
texted about setting up something else that could 
involve more neighbors, and show that we stand 
with them in calling for justice and equality.

That same day, we drafted, edited and posted a 
plan for people to gather at the intersection of Oak 
Grove Road and La Vista Road from Sunday June 6 - 
Thursday June 11, with signs that expressed support 
for Black Lives Matter and justice for George Floyd.

We set up an online sign-up page, hoping to spread 
out the participation of interested neighbors so 
everyone wouldn’t all show up on one night. The 
goal was to have sustained participation over the 
course of the week, in the hopes that many people 
who live in the area would see us.

There were 20 slots on the sign-up page for each 
night and we wrote that people could also just 
show up. After posting on neighborhood groups 
on Nextdoor and Facebook late in the afternoon of 
June 5, we immediately saw sign-ups, supportive 
comments, and questions start coming in.

With only 24 hours notice, the first evening of 
the peaceful protest, Sunday, June 6th, 60 people 
showed up in the first half hour. Standing on the 
grassy median facing Walgreen’s, every time I 
turned around I saw more walking up the street 
from different directions. At two different points 
that evening we counted 130 people, and many 
came and went over the course of the evening, so 
we estimate at least 200 people came that day.

Including in pouring rain on Tuesday and Wednesday 
of that week, many people came with signs, hats, 

water; some with canes, some with babies in strollers. 
I met black neighbors who said, “I drove by and 
saw you all, went home, made a sign, and came 
back!” I met older folks who have been involved 
in our community for decades. I met families with 
young kids. I met a black family whose son, a rising 
kindergartener, had made his own sign that said “Be 
good, cops.” He was waving to his pre-K teacher 
from Oak Grove elementary, a young white woman 
standing across the street with her own sign.

Almost all of the people driving by the intersection 
have shown support by honking, giving thumbs-up 
signs and peace signs, raising fists in solidarity, 
displaying signs inside their cars, and rolling 
down their windows to thank us for being there. 
Protestors’ signs have included calls for police 
reform, dismantling racism and white supremacy, 
equality and justice for all, and many more.

We are continuing the peaceful protest for the week 
of June 14 and are proud of our neighborhood and 
community.
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SAGAMORE SOLIDARITY STROLL
by Brooke Peck

On Saturday, June 13th, about sixty neighbors participated in the Sagamore Solidarity Stroll.  The event was organized as a way to show support of our black 
neighbors and friends.

FRASIER ROW PARK NEWS
by Nancy Love 

Site of covered pavilion coming soon to Frazier-Rowe Park.  (This picture 
taken while concrete is drying therefore it’s cordoned off.)

JULY/AUGUST GREEN SCENE
by Geri Laufer 

Top 5 Garden/Landscape To Do List for July: 
 + Although it’s hot outside, prune back shrubs now instead of waiting for 

those nice inviting cool days of fall. Avoid pruning after July or August 
because it promotes new growth that will be killed back by hard freezes. 

 + Harvest onions and garlic. The garlic cloves that I planted along with my 
tulip bulbs (to repel chipmunks) are complete heads now 

 + Harvest squash, zucchini and cukes while still small and tender

 + Prune climbing roses and ramblers after they bloom. Cut out one third of 
the oldest canes. 

 + Time to plant a second crop of tomatoes, patty pan squash, and cukes for 
fresh harvests into the fall

Top 5 Garden/Landscape To Do List for August:
 + Don’t delay for the best selection. Order spring flowering bulbs like 

daffodils, tulips, lilies and hyacinths for planting this fall.

 + Harvest herbs like basil (for pesto or Caprese Salad), then water and 
topdress with compost in order to promote fresh, new fragrant growth that 
is not bitter

 + Plant cool-weather crops like chard, lettuce, parsley, cilantro and broccoli 
late this month. It’s also time to start foxgloves and cool season annuals 
from seed. 

 + Water deeply once a week if there is no rain. Use a water breaker nozzle or 
a soaker  hose, rather than a mist. It’s important to water the roots, not the 
leaves! 

 + Check that the lawn mower blades are still sharp, after a summer of mowing
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RECESSION-PROOF YOUR 2020 AND BEYOND
By Maggie Tucker

This is undoubtedly a very tough time in the world and there are so many 
things out of our control.  Unemployment is skyrocketing and has risen higher 
in three months of COVID-19 than it did in two years of the Great Recession.  
Although the stock market is rebounding lately, it’s somewhat irrational 
and last week, economists from the National Bureau of Economic Research 
officially declared that the US entered a recession in February.  So, we’re 
officially in a recession!  While you may feel overwhelmed or helpless, there 
are many things you can do to weather this recession, and perhaps come out 
even stronger on the other side.  

I am very passionate about living in a way that allows for financial 
independence, and helping others do the same.   Earlier this year, I started a 
podcast called “friends on FIRE” with a co-worker.  Our podcast is focused on 
getting friends to talk about money, because we believe talking about money is 
good for you, will lead to meaningful plans, thoughtful decisions, and a happier 
life.  We delve into many of the below-mentioned topics in more detail on 
the podcast, and also cover many other personal finance topics.  The “FIRE” 
part of friends on FIRE stands for Financial Independence Retire Early, and 
is a movement focused on living frugally, and saving aggressively, so you can 
“retire” early, often in your 30s or 40s.  And “retire” just means freedom to do 
what you want vs. needing a specific type of paycheck to maintain a specific 
lifestyle.  You can find this podcast anywhere you listen to podcasts, more info 
at www.friendsonfire.org, and follow us on Instagram of Facebook.  

Financial tips you help you weather a recession:
 • Start tracking your expenses – You need to know where your money is 

going in order to improve your finances.  Most people have no idea and 
are shocked by what they find when they start doing detailed expense 
tracking for a few months.  What gets measured, gets better.  And you also 
get a sense of what it really costs you to live each month, which helps for 
planning an emergency fund.   Listen to episode #15 – “Expense Tracking 
Gone Wild” for more details and inspiration.    

 • Cut back on your spending and reevaluate all financial commitments – 
Reconsider everything you’re spending money on, and really evaluate if it’s 
making you happy.  The good news is, you don’t need to spend much money 
to be happy in life.  A few examples include reconsidering your car,your TV 
and your cell phone.  If you’re paying more than $35-50 a month for your cell 
phone, you’re likely overpaying.  Listen to episode #21 – “Cell Phones and 
TV and Internet, Oh My!”, episode #24 – “Save on Groceries”, and episode 
#9 – “Cars are the worst!” for more details and inspiration.  

 • Create an emergency fund – Everyone should ideally have an emergency 
fund that can cover 3-6 months of your family’s expenses, and then after you 
build that up strive to eventually get to 12-18 months.  These funds should 
sit in cash, and be easily accessible, ideally in a high-yield savings account 
(American Express’s currently pays 1.15% APY).  If you don’t yet have an 
emergency fund, reconsider everything you spend money on until you’re 
able to build this fund up.  

 • Live like you’ve lost your job, even if you haven’t – Be prepared for a 
job loss, even if you think one isn’t coming your way.  It feels amazing to 
know you’ll be okay if you or your partner lose your job, and just makes you 
happier and sleep better at night.  This means cutting back and making the 
adjustments preemptively that you would do if you lost your job.  You can 
hope for the best, while still preparing for the worst.  Listen to episode #22 – 
“Live like you’ve lost your job” for more details and inspiration.    

 • Know and track your net worth – I believe what gets measured gets better.  
It’s important to know and track your net worth as it’s one of the most 
important tools you can use to guide and improve financial decisions in your 
life.  Listen to episode #27 – “Why Tracking Net Worth Matters” for more 
details and inspiration.

NOISE IN THE HOOD
The timing and the amount of noise allowable in Sagamore Hills is determined 
by the Quality of Life Code of Ordinances of DeKalb County.  Non-compliance 
with these ordinances is an issue for the DeKalb County Police and Code 
Enforcement.

The code provides that noise must be muted 
between the hours of 11 pm and 7 am so that 
they are not “plainly audible.”  This refers to 
mechanical sounds, human sounds and party 
noises.  Dogs barking more than 15 minutes 
uninterrupted or 30 minutes intermittently are 
in violation of the code even during the day.

Landscaping equipment and construction sounds 
must cease between the 11 pm – 7 am except on 
Saturday and Sunday.  Landscapers may work between 
7 am and 9 pm on weekdays and between 9 am and 9 
pm on weekends.  Construction is allowed between 7 
am and 5 pm on weekdays and must not begin until 8 am 
through 5 pm on Saturdays.  Construction is not allowed on Sunday.

And, fireworks ….

Fireworks are prohibited between 9 pm and 10 am throughout the year with 
exception of December 31 and January 1 when they are permitted between 10 
am and 1 am.  Memorial Day, July 3 & 4, fireworks can be shot from 10 am until 
midnight.

Violations should be reported to DeKalb County Police.
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SUMMER ACTIVITY FOR KIDS
by Tina Kalvelage

When asked for suggestions for summer activities for kids one neighbor wrote 
in how she entertains her grandchildren - this is a great way to entertain your 
own children this summer:

I’m making up a pictorial scavenger hunt sheet for kids with pictures (from 
clip art or magazines) of things that children might see in a neighborhood.  
Chipmunk, ladder against a house, stop sign, leaves on the ground, porch 
swing, dog on leash, etc.  Then, when we go on a walk, they each have a crayon 
to mark off the ones they spot.

A variation on that is to make up a list of things that kids might find to pick 
up and help clean up the neighborhood while walking.  This time, I buy them 

tongs from the dollar store and they pick up the things they find and put 
them into a garbage bag - which I carry.  (good for eye-hand coordination and 
motor skills)  a nut, a stone, a leaf, a piece of a cup or a lid, a food wrapper, a 
small stick, a toy that was dropped, a piece of clothing someone lost, an empty 
bottle, a can, a tab top, a gumball, etc. (I carry hand wipes or hand sanitizer 
with me on this one!)

If you have more activities you’d like to share please submit to 
Membership@SagamoreHillsATL.com.

BEAUTIFICATION COMMITTEE UPDATE 
The Beautification Committee welcomes all suggestions.  We are planning 
and prioritizing our fall planting schedule.  The schedule/timeline for the next 
phase of development seems to depend upon when DeKalb County reopens. 
As previously reported, we are working with Camden and Co. and considering 
how to effectively and efficiently beautify our neighborhood. 

Here are some articles from past issues of the Signal we thought would be fun 
to share:

From the Signal July, 1990

Sara Parsons, who is the Chairperson of your Club’s Beautification Committee, 
is devising ways to improve the beauty of our community.  The following is her 
innovation to measure how well we are doing

Homeowners Report Card
by Sara Parsons

What’s your score?
 Lawn mowed and raked 20 points
 Shrubbery trimmed 20 points
 Curb clean, free of debris 20 points
 Driveways and walks swept 10 points
 Mailbox painted 15 Points
 Mailbox straight 15 points

If you scored 100, Congratulations from the Sagamore Hills Civic Club!  We 
appreciate your efforts to keep our neighborhood beautiful.  The added 
advantage is increased property values.  We all suffer financially and visually 
when homeowners let their property deteriorate.  If you failed the test, this 
means YOU!

For the same reasons – visual image and property values – the Civic Club 
wants to improve the seven entrances to Sagamore Hills starting first with 
the ones needing the most attention, such as those on LaVista Road.  Due to 
the small membership fee of $5, however, the funds available at this time to 
make these improvements are very limited.  Therefore, the Club would greatly 
appreciate any contributions you could make to this cause – a cause that is 
in everyone-s own best interest.  If you care to make a contribution to this 
project, please mail checks to ….

Thirty years later and the message is still the same.  The beauty of Sagamore 
Hills depends on YOU.   Your Civic Association is still at work on the 
entrances (now there are 10) to the neighborhood but that is just the 
beginning.  The glory of Sagamore Hills rests in your hands as you keep your 
home and yard beautiful.

Oh, donations to the Beautification Fund are always appreciated.  You can 
donate on-line at SagamoreHillsATL.com or with a check to P O Box 49207, 
Atlanta, GA 30359.
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SAGAMORE HILLS SIGNAL PHOTO CONTEST
Sagamore is a beautiful community and we have great yards, wildlife, homes, and neighbors.  We are looking for great photos from you to 
judge, pick the best,  and publish in the Signal on a different topic in each future issue.  This is an informal contest, no complicated 
rules, totally subjective, no big prizes, we just want to be able to share some photos from our friends in the neighborhood. 

This Issue’s Topic: Flowers, Shrubs, Trees.  Photo deadline August 10  

This month: Gift card for a large pizza from Moe’s to the winner courtesy of The International Pizza Control Board.

Next Issue’s Topic:  Wildlife.  Photo deadline October 10

Future Topic Ideas: Fall Color; Critters: Kids, Dogs, Cats. Please send your suggestions!

Send your photo in jpg format to membership@SagamoreHillsATL.com

A BRIDGE TOO FAR
by Jaime Dutro

Almost everyone in Sagamore Hills, at least on the west side, who walks the 
neighborhood has noticed that the footbridge and sidewalk across Turtle 
Creek that runs between Council Bluff Drive and Alderbrook Road (after 
the bend towards the power line right-of-way) has been out since sometime 
around February this year due to severe erosion and collapse of the sidewalk 
at the Council Bluff end of the bridge.  The bridge and sidewalks were built 
sometime after 1961 and have been a wonderful way for the neighborhood to 
connect, children to get to school and a beautiful place to view the stream 
and wildlife.  This path and bridge is part of Georgia’s “Safe Routes to School” 
program of which Sagamore Hills Elementary is a Gold Partner, the highest 
standard with a significant level of commitment to “long term sustainability” 
of the program.

Unfortunately, getting the bridge and sidewalk fixed is complicated despite 
the efforts of many of your neighbors including the Civic Association.  Why?  
Because the County has an easement with responsibility to construct and 
maintain them.   There are reports that they have done some maintenance 
since it was built in 1961, but now it seems even the easements they have 
from the individual property owners and Georgia Power have been lost and 
forgotten by the County.   We recently furnished copies of them to multiple 
individuals multiple times with no response in months.  It appears to be 
hung up for legal review.  We hope that Dekalb would respond and at least 
acknowledge their responsibility. 

Before we were aware of these easements, in October 2018 the Civic 
Association voted some funds to fix the railing and some of the sidewalk; 

repairs which would have likely prevented the current problem.  But we backed 
off, concerned with permitting and liability should we directly contract for the 
repairs.  Shortly thereafter in early 2019, a title search as a result of an adjacent 
property sale turned up the “perpetual easement” to the County with full 
responsibility to “construct and maintain” the bridge and sidewalk.  Later a 
similar easement from Georgia Power to the County was found.

With everything on hold due to Covid-19 the County was then asked to 
consider looking at expediting some work as an emergency and urgent in 
the interest of avoiding much greater expense, delay, and disruption of this 
important neighborhood and school connection.  No response.

Is there a community-based solution to this County problem?  Would it take 
a Board of Commissioners vote to recognize that these easements and the 
additional (apparently un-owned) portion of the sidewalk become “Turtle 
Creek Park” under the County Parks and Rec Department?  Possibly form 
a “Friends of Turtle Creek” group (similar to Frazier Rowe Park and many 
others around Atlanta) to work with the Park Pride Program to raise funds and 
volunteers to get County-approved repairs and improvements completed in 
a timely manner.  It can’t be done without County involvement and approval 
of any improvement for reasons of liability insurance which the County and 
Parks and Rec already has.

Please contact Jeff Rader and Kathie Gannon to encourage their support to 
resolve this.

404-281-9224 
MARSHALLBERCH.COM

COLLECTIVE WISDOM
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YARD OF THE MONTH
by Rene’ Kane

Beneath the Shade of Peaceful Pines
When Regina Cain and her husband, Fred, drove down Clairmont Road 55 
years ago, she was impressed by the beauty of the area. 

The West Virginia native soon settled into their home at 2551 Clairmont.   
When Regina left her job to care for their first baby a few years later, she also 
took over the lawn care. She wanted to help out her husband who worked long 
hours at his job as a researcher at Ga. Tech. ( as it turns out, Fred would also 
serve for ten years as our Sagamore Hills Civic Association President)  She has 
been keeping her piece of Clairmont a bit of green serenity ever since. 

One feature that makes her yard so appealing is the uniqueness of the grass 
growing right up to the base of the many green lichen barked mature pines.  It 

makes for perfect lighting and a luxurious blanket effect.  Usually trees need a 
mulch skirt to prevent “lawn mower disease”. 

Regina’s careful mower tilting method has helped keep the pines healthy.  She 
has only lost one tree in 55 years! Can you imagine the number of pine cones 
and sticks she has picked up over the decades to keep her lawn so attractive?  
Her youthfulness is certainly one reward of her work!

How nice that she recently had help from her grandson, Matthew Russell, age 
13, who also lives in Sagamore Hills on Alderbrook Rd.

Thank you, Regina, for being an inspiring anchor of Sagamore Hills and for 
giving the gift of a glance of peaceful green to all who drive by.
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The following are sponsors* in other community newsletters published 
by KDA & Tlehs Publishing. BOLD LISTINGS  have an advertisement 
in this publication.   (* Included sponsors have met purchase criteria.)

SA60NA/C & Heating
Anytime Heating & Cooling, Inc. 678-606-9020
Dayco Systems 770-919-9509
Gagne Heating & Air Conditioning 678-221-4328
Neese-Jones Heating and Cooling 678-856-4785
Precision Heating & Air 770-445-0870
Shumate Air Conditioning & Heating 678-584-0880
Superior Indoor Comfort 770-664-9098
Zen Air 678-883-7868

Accountants
Signature Accounting Services, LLC. 770-975-1609

Assisted Living
Manor Lake BridgeMill 678-990-5055
Overlook at Cedarcrest Assisted Living 770-715-4460
Tapestry House Assisted Living 770-649-0808
The Arbor at Bridgemill 770-545-6736
The Mansions at Sandy Springs 678-684-6990
The Oaks at Suwanee Creek 470-235-5300

Bakeries
Alpine Bakery & Trattoria 404-410-1400

Cleaning Services
Prestige Maids 770-807-9949

Concrete Leveling
Advance Concrete Leveling 678-235-9322

Concrete Replacement
McKemey Concrete & Hardscapes 678-914-2576

Consignment
Finders Keepers 404-296-0285

Dentist
32 Dental 770-423-1132
Acworth Dental 770-974-4146
BridgeMill Dentistry (Scott Merritt, DMD) 770-704-1812
Cherokee Children's Dentistry 770-479-1717
Cumming Dental Associates 404-408-9811
Distinctive Dentistry 770-445-6606
Esthetic Dental Solutions 678-352-1333
Family Dentistry at Seven Hills 678-574-4837
Nia Pediatric Dentistry-Canton 770-479-9999
Northpoint Dental 678-274-6987
Swords & Phelps Dentistry 770-479-3713

Design & Build Services
HammerSmith, Inc. 404-377-1021

Electrical Service
Arc Angel Electric Corp 770-889-9243
ServiceWise Electric, LLC 404-704-4903
Shumate Electrical Services 678-584-0880

Event Planning
Alpharetta Convention & Visitors Bureau 678-297-2811

Eye Care
Pearle Vision - Woodstock 770-790-0000

Fitness Centers
Senergy Fitness 470-282-5225

Flooring
BCAL Floors, LLC 770-652-6948
Hardwood Flooring Services 770-713-3894

Garage Doors
Platinum Overhead Door 678-329-3100

Golf Courses
Club Corp Golf Clubs 770-389-2000

Golf Equipment & Supplies
Golf Cars of Canton 678-880-1156

Granite
UCI Kitchen & Bath 770-441-1681

Gutters
Painting Plus - Gutters 404-382-9988

Handyman
Shumate Handyman Services 678-584-0880

Hardware Stores
Ace Hardware of Toco Hills 404-325-8000

Home Builder
Horizon at Laurel Canyon 770-254-5357
Stonecrest Homes GA, LLC 404-734-8881

Home Exterior Makeover
Exovations-Home Exterior Makeover 770-205-2995

Home Furnishings
ARIANA Home Furnishings & Design 678-807-7422
Cotton Mill Exchange 770-992-9294

Home Improvements
Advanced Stucco Repair, Inc 770-592-1597
Exovations 770-205-2995
GHIR Construction 404-922-7379

Hospital
Northside Hospital Gwinnett 678-312-8400

Insurance
State Farm-Matt Cresap 770-982-0064

Insurance Consultant
The Upton Agency 770-361-6570

Landscape Lighting
Georgia LightScapes 404-369-0199
Landscape Lighting Systems, Inc. 678-331-3060

Landscaping
Stone Edge Landscapes 678-421-4763

Lawn Care
Galaxy Landscapes 678-879-8786

Medical Clinic
Village Podiatry Center-Dr.Mike Laur 678-403-7000

Nursery
Autumn Hill Nursery 770-442-3901

Painting
Chris Brown Painting & Home Repair 770-323-3148
Earthly Matters Painting and Contracting 770-346-0203
Jasper Painting Company 770-893-3257
Mendez Painting Specialist LLC 770-772-9677
Painting Plus 404-382-9988
Verge Painting and Siding 678-331-1102

Pest Control
Hole-In-One Pest Solutions 770-445-2215

Physicians
Morrow Family Medicine 770-781-8004

Plumbing
Bryan Plumbing Services 770-826-5277
Northside Plumbing 770-272-2558
Serv'all Plumbing & Rooter Service 770-917-1852
Shumate Plumbing Services 678-584-0880
T.K. & Sons Plumbing 770-529-0799
The Plumbers Guild 404-694-5128

Pre-Schools & Kindergarten
Omega Learning Center-Acworth 770-792-7431

Pressure Washing
Myst Power Washing 770-546-6028

Propane Service
Gas Incorporated 770-720-1378

Real Estate
Atlanta Communities-Carl Hawthorne 404-403-1789
Atlanta Communities-Jennifer and Associates 770-529-7780
Berkshire Hathaway Home Services-Blumer 678-493-9354
Better Homes & Gardens RE-LaVista Hills
Team
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Berkshire Hathaway Home Services-Blumer 678-493-9354
Better Homes & Gardens RE-LaVista Hills
Team

404-932-5771

Coldwell Banker-Sherry Warner 404-784-8848
Compass Realty-Natalie Gregory Team 404-373-0076
Cory & Co. Realty 404-564-5595
Harry Norman Realtors-Pam Hughes 404-626-3604
Keller Williams Realty-Cynthia Baer 678-358-3369
Remax Around Atlanta-Falkin 770-330-2374
Russ Robinson Atlanta Communities 770-335-7677
Sever Group Properties//State Farm-Grant 678-849-6884

Remodeling
GCI Basements 404-569-8794
Serv'all Plumbing-Remodeling 770-917-1852
Southeast Construction Concepts/Rooster's
Markets

706-301-5609
Restaurants

Luna Maya 770-720-4999
Retaining Walls

Ben Hopkins LLC 770-827-5627
Retirement Community

Soleil Laurel Canyon 678-880-3071
Roofing

Earthly Matters Painting and Contracting 770-346-0203
Exovations-Roofing 770-205-2955
Generation Roofing 770-733-3517

Schools-Private
McGinnis Woods Country Day School 770-664-7764
The Friends School of Atlanta 404-373-8746

Siding
Exovations-Siding 770-205-2995
Painting Plus - Siding 404-474-3464

Stucco Repair
Advanced Stucco Repair-Stucco Repair 770-592-1597

Tree Service
LTRC-Landscape Tree Removal Company 404-288-5872
The Davey Tree Expert Company 770-451-7911

Water Heaters
Serv'all Plumbing-Water Heaters 770-917-1852

Window Cleaning
Squeegee Clean 770-924-9173

Window Replacement
Exovations-Window Replacements 770-205-2995

Wrought Iron Railing
Mind's Eye Fabrication 770-363-4561



THANK YOU.

To all of our dedicated neighbors working in 
hospitals, grocery stores, home services, restaurants, 
our teachers, and other essential workers keeping us 

going through this uncertain time,  

we thank you.



YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALISTS
Call Us For Your Real Estate Needs. We Will Earn Your Trust!

Kirk Hill,
Associate Broker
Member of Sagamore  
Hills Civic Association
c: 404.944.3800
kirk.hill@metrobrokers.com

Mercedes Ruehle,
REALTOR®

Elite Member  
of Relocation

c: 770.842.1371
mercedes.ruehle@metrobrokers.com

4073 Lavista Rd, #373 | Tucker, GA 30084 | 404.843.2500

22 yr. Resident of Sagamore Hills / Lakeside Area

30 yrs. Combined Real Estate Experience

Award Winning Top Producers

Sold and Listed over 50 homes in  
Past 17 yrs. in Sagamore Hills Community

2603 Clairmont Road NE $485,000 New Listing
2820 Briarlake Road NE $499,900 New Listing
1670 Arrowhead Trail NE $475,000 Sold 
1588 Alderbrook Road $695,000 Sold

(404) 694-5128

WE ARE AVAILABLE FOR ALL YOUR

PLUMBING REQUIREMENTS
✓ Home Plumbing Repair
✓ Leak Detection and Water Line Repair
✓ Commercial Plumbing and Repair

Please call our 24-hour emergency hotline number if you have any plumbing emergencies.

10 Executive park west, 567, Brookhaven, GA 30329
corey@atlantaplumbersguild.com


